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Greetings! 
 

               
COMPLETION OF THE LSU HEALTH NEW ORLEANS 

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY ANNEX BUILDING 
 

FRONT 

 
 

 
                                         BACK                            

                                          

 
 

LSU Health New Orleans School of 
Dentistry opened the Advanced Clinical 
Care and Research Building on May 23, 
2018, on its campus at 1100 Florida 
Avenue. The $31 million, 64,899 square 
foot building houses $2.5 million of 
medical equipment, 4 clinics and research 
labs.  "It is the first new permanent 
building on our campus since the school 
was originally completed in 1972," noted 
Dr. Henry Gremillion, Dean of LSU Health 
New Orleans School of Dentistry.  Dr. Larry 
Hollier, Chancellor of LSU Health New 
Orleans, said, "The new facility more than 
quadruples our capacity to provide 
excellent dental care to patients and  
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expands our clinical research and trials that offer patients the very latest treatment  advances. 
Patients will also benefit from closer collaboration and easier consultation among multiple dental 
specialists working side by side."  The 22-chair Faculty Dental Practice will provide care in general 
dentistry and all the dental specialties.   
 
The area also contains a consultation room, laboratory, sterilization rooms, a reception area and 
business office.  The Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Clinic has 9 surgical treatment rooms, 1 diagnostic 
room with a cone-beam CT unit, a laboratory and consult rooms.  The Outpatient Surgical Center 
features 2 state-of-the-art operating rooms with pre- and post-op areas, a nurses’ station and a 
sterilization area.  The Clinical Research area boasts 5 dental operatories, a reception area, 
laboratory, business office and conference room.  The new facility will enhance research capacity, in 
both basic science research as well as clinical research and clinical trials, offering patients and 
participants the very latest treatment advances.  For patient convenience, the building features 
covered parking and a covered patient drop-off area. It also connects to the other buildings on 
campus. 
 

 
 

 
 

Well, I have bad news and good news for this issue.  Bad news is I lost a good friend with the passing 
of Richard Akin.  Richard and I were in School and at Charity Hospital together.  Not only was he a 
good friend, but he was an asset to our profession and LSU OMS program in New Orleans.  His family 
has requested that if you wish, please make a donation in his memory to the JKOMS Foundation.  As 
of now, we have had a great response.  We thank you. 

The good news is our residency program has a new venue at the dental school.  Dr. Kent and I 
attended the dedication of the new building as seen above.  I was very impressed with the new 
facilities for our surgery department.  They are beautiful and state of the art for outpatient surgery 
and general anesthesia and with all the amenities to educate our residents.  Dr. Kent’s sculpture is 
displayed with honor in the new surgical waiting room. 

Your Foundation Board voted to place a resident on the board to help us determine the needs of our 
program and residents.  Dr. Steve Nelson, a fifth year resident, will join us this year.  Each appointed 
resident will serve two years before graduating. Dr. Nelson is from Baton Rouge and plans to return 
home upon completion of the residency. 

I have sent reminder letters to all who have made pledges to the Foundation in hopes that you will 
continue your donations.  Please consider your obligation and help us reach our first goal of $2 

million.  Thank you and I hope everyone had a happy and successful summer.  Tooley   

Tooley Towns, DDS                                                                                                                               
President, JKOMFS 
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This year has seen some new blood taking an interest in the LSU OMS AA. Teresa Biggerstaff 
volunteered and singlehandedly moved our association into the 21st century. We are now connected 
making it easier for all to follow us , and just as important, to contribute. Many have responded and 
the LSUOMSAA coffers have been significantly augmented.  This is a reboot of her email that you all 
received. 

 
Hello! 
 
LSU OMS Alumni Association has gone social! 
You can find us on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook, just search 
in those apps for LSU OMS Alumni.  We have a public facebook 
page and a private Facebook LSU OMS Alumni Group page.  Our 
Instagram page is private.  If you would like to post pictures or 
news and are having trouble posting you may email them to me 
and I will be happy to post for you.  Share your good news and 
keep us all connected! 
 
We are now on Venmo as well.  Venmo is a super easy way to send 
payments to "friends" electronically.  I will send an invitation to 
join Venmo in the next week or two.  Sign up, it takes 2 minutes, 
then paying your dues will be easier than ever.  Dues are just $100 
per year. 
 
Did you know that LSU OMS Alumni Association dues are used to 

fund the epic yearly resident  fishing trip?   Dues also fund the 
purchase of graduation chair (photo attached).   
 
Please help us continue these great traditions! 
 
Geaux Tigers! 
Teresa Biggerstaff, DDS, MD 
LSU OMS '07  

 

 

Alumni News 
Dales J. Misiek, DMD 
President, LSU OMS AA 
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Unfortunately, we were unable to provide a timely donation to the LSU Foundation for this years' 
fishing trip, but the chairs were funded. In the future we will hopefully have enough money for both, 
and more. We would love to have greater participation. With the number of alumni just from the 
JNK era at around 200, 50% participation should yield over $10K in discretionary funds. Your AA has 
no overhead, we run an efficient operation, so 100% of your money goes to work directly for the 
residents. We would love to have more people take an interest, not only to give, but also to suggest 
how the funds could be best used. 
 
Hopefully you all have survived another busy summer. Wishing everyone excellent health and 
continued prosperity, thank you for your continued support.      Dale 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fellow Alumni, as we all know life often times has its rough patches. It might be said that we are 
currently in one of these times.  LSUOMS has been through similar situations in the past and has 
always emerged as an even stronger program.  We are currently in the process of interviewing for a 
new chairperson for our department.  As we proceed with this search, we will keep all of you 
informed.  This program serves a vital part in all of our lives; and as such, the alumni should have a 
say so in who is selected as our next chairperson.   I would also encourage any of you who have a 
desire to teach our new Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons; consider returning to LSU.  I never would 
have thought that teaching was for me but I have thoroughly enjoyed my nine years back here.  It is 
time for me to move on and let some new blood take over.  It is my firm opinion that LSU residents 
should be taught by LSU alumni.  When John Neary and I leave there will be only one full time LSU trained 
faculty left teaching our residents. Although it is good to have faculty trained elsewhere, John and I hope this 
trend can be reversed.   LSU is the greatest program around and will remain such if we all stay involved.  

 
We have moved into our new facility at the Dental School.  It is a state of the art facility and I would 
encourage all of you to visit it when you get a chance. We have moved the faculty practice back to 
this building.  By doing this, our presence at the school should be as it was before the Katrina disaster.  
I know that the school is glad to have us back.  In this time of change, we would welcome any 
comments or advice from our alumni.  Please keep in touch.    Mark 
 
 
 

Mark A. Welch, DDS                                                                                                                               
Assistant Professor, LSUSD 
Interim OMS Chairman 
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Colleagues, the above plaque was presented to Mark Welch June 22 at the Windsor Court Hotel on 
graduation night.  As soon as we get a new department head (search is ongoing) Mark Welch, our 
Interim OMS department head wants to retire to Guitarland.  He has been a devoted servant to OMS 
undergraduate and postgraduate teaching since he finished LSU OMS in 1980.  You may remember 
for many years he and Randy Malloy practiced together in Lafayette while both were on our staff 
and helping the Anatomy department with the head and neck course for residents.  Never 
complaining, he just did a superb job teaching all of us whenever asked.  So Thank You Mark.  Come 
see us often to make sure we do not need your assistance doing something at LSUSD or the University 
Hospital.  All the best Mark and a thank you from your fellow faculty and residents who served with 
you all these many years.  Jack  

  

 
From Your Old Chief  
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I feel my LSU training story is unique. I wanted to share it as I reflect on all that has happened. After 
surviving the culture shock of moving to New Orleans from the Midwest, I slowly shed my quiet 
nature and became a well-trained LSU OMFS graduate. The major influences in my training were 
Michael Kinnebrew, Jack Kent, Dale Misiek, Mark Smith, and Richard Akin.  All different, all good 
surgeons and each giving me a part of their knowledge.  However, it did not end there; I stayed for 3 
more years enrolling in the LSU School of Medicine and obtaining my MD but was able to operate 
even more while doing so. Serving as first assistant to Drs. Kinnebrew, Kent, and Misiek, I participated 
in over 200 more major OMFS surgeries while in Medical school and after I had already finished a 
great residency.  
 
The general surgery and Neurosurgery service that knew me as a chief resident the year before 
treated me as a resident instead of a student. I was totally immersed in training, completing a 
cosmetic fellowship with Dr. Kinnebrew  before I left  New Orleans for Ohio. I decided to do another 
year of general surgery in Cleveland close to where I intended to practice. This created an unusual 
scenario, where surgeons who thought I was an intern, saw me display surgical abilities equal to that 
of their 4th and 5th year residents. I was offered advanced standing for an open spot, but declined, 
as my wife was tired of being the wife of a resident.  The unintended result was when I started private 
practice, all of these medial colleagues referred me patients to the point of having an extremely 
expanded scope practice for 21 years.  
 
Although the financial rewards were very good, I was lured back to LSU by Dr. Kent and Spagnoli. I 
had hoped to be program director and just operate with and teach residents. When asked to become 
chair I obliged and worked my tail off to move the OMFS program into the new UMCNO hospital 
replacement of Charity. I developed great relationships with all departments at the hospital and re-
established OMFS’s prominence there. Although I was unable to get along with the dean, I hope I at 
least bestowed knowledge on 5 years of residents and successfully positioned LSU OMFS in the new 
medical center.  Good luck to all and thank you for allowing me to be a part of practicing and teaching 
the LSU OMS way.  John 
 
 
Colleagues, it is this kind of story that’s told year in and year out and by our alumni.  It makes John 
and all of us very proud of our training and post training progress.  Thanks John.  We look forward to 
your guidance and counsel going forward.  JAck  

 
  

John P. Neary, DDS,MD, FACS 
Assistant Professor and Former Head - LSU OMS 
July, 2014 – November, 2017  
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DEAR LSU OMS ALUMNI 

ON JUNE 28, 2018 THE AKIN FAMILY AND ORAL 
AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY LOST A 
WONDERFUL PERSON, SO DEVOTED TO FAMILY 
AND OUR SPECIALTY.  RICHARD AKIN, DDS WAS A 
LOUISIANA GIANT IN EVERY RESPECT AND A 
DEVOTED TEACHER TO SO MANY OF YOU.  PLEASE 
KEEP THE AKIN FAMILY IN YOUR PRAYERS AND 
SPECIAL REMEMBERANCES.   

 
Richard Kelly Akin was born in Little Rock, Arkansas on 

October 18, 1944. At the age of 9 months, he was 

adopted by Wilburn and Helen Akin. The family moved 

to Shreveport, Louisiana. His Dad was an accountant 

for Arkansas Louisiana Gas and Helen was a 

homemaker. These wonderful parents made sure that 

Richard was raised Catholic and received a quality 

education at St. John’s grade school and Jesuit High School. He participated in swimming and football 

and graduated from high school in 1962. After graduation, he moved to New Orleans to attend Loyola 

University. In 1967, he married the love of his life, Joan Nina Tipery and had two wonderful children, 

Richard Tipery Akin, DDS, MD of Baton Rouge and Kelly Susan Gilley of Sandy Springs, Georgia. His 

children’s spouses, Bridget Stampley and Matthew Gilley are remarkable parents and life partners. 

His children have blessed Richard and Joan with 6 grandchildren, Sarah, Julia, Rich, Jason, Tyler and 

Anna. He received his college education at Loyola in New Orleans and Centenary College in 

Shreveport. He graduated from Loyola Dental School in 1968. He received his Oral Surgery training 

at Charity Hospital and obtained his oral and maxillofacial surgery certificate in 1971. After 

graduation at age 26 he was fortunate to practice in Algiers, Louisiana and Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 

until a week before his death. He was honored to be on the staff of Ochsner Hospital and Clinic for 

26 years. He was a Clinical Associate Professor at LSU Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

his entire professional life. He has always loved dentistry, privileged to care for his patients and 

having the opportunity of working with many very dedicated physicians and dentists. He belonged 

to numerous dental and oral and maxillofacial surgery organizations and was devoted to his family 

and oral surgery his entire life. He was entering his 47th year of private practice.  
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In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Jack Kent Oral Maxillofacial 
Surgery Foundation 

“Of all the surgeons of I have ever operated with, Richard was the most 
organized, methodical and detailed.”  Sloan McDonald, DDS ‘86 
 

“A sad passing but a life well lived. We should only hope to achieve as much.”  
Harry Morse, DDS ‘78 
 

“Thank you boss.  Never told you this, but after you, Richard was my favorite 
faculty member to have worked with.  I thought he was awesome. So damn 
smart.”  David Carlton, Jr. ‘82 
 
“He was one of my favorite ‘part time instructors.  He was a pleasure in the OR 
and would let us observe him in his private practice as well.  I learned a 
tremendous amount from him from both a surgical aspect and from the kind 
way that he always treated others.”  Chris Haggerty, DDS, MD ‘08 
 
“The King of the Hand Held LeFort I Osteotomy gone.  Who needs a second 
splint. I think of Richard often and cannot do a LeFort I osteotomy without 
thinking of him.  What a wonderful man.  Cathy and I are deeply saddened.”   
Wes Emison, DDS, MD ’83  
 
“Dr. Akin was a great person and friend. My condolences to the entire Akin 
family.”  G. E. Ghali, DDS, MD  
 
“Richard was a jewel of a guy- a great laugh, highly competent, the solidifying 
piece of the Ochsner program. I will miss him.”   Michael Zide, DDS  
 
“He was a great Father”   Richard T. Akin, DDS, MD ‘04 

 
Just a few of the many condolences 
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I extend warm (no pun intended) summer greetings to all of our donors and friends.  I want to 
preface my remarks by acknowledging the lifelong work and dedication of our colleague and friend 
Dr. Richard Akin. He was indeed an accomplished surgeon, a gifted teacher, and a compassionate 
caregiver. He will truly be issed by all of us that were privileged to have known him. 
 
Currently, the JKOMSF balances are as follows: 
Checking Account: $122,034.13 
Investment Account: $1,568,765.26   
Total JKOMSF Funds: $1,690,799.39 
 
Contributions in memory of Dr. Akin totaled $5,375.00 
Total amount received from pledges since the last newsletter:  $14,000.00                                         
Total amount pledged but not yet paid: $167,115.00 
 
Donors completing their pledges since the last newsletter:                       
 Dr. Edward Boos    ($10,000) 
 Dr. James Horner   ($10,000) 
 Dr. Harry Morse     ($  8,000) 
 
Hope to see many of you at the AAOMS 100th anniversary meeting this fall. 
 
 
 
 
2018 LSU Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Chief Graduates 

 
      Ismail          Schlieder      Sybo 
    Mohammed            Daniel    Brian 
 
Dr. Mohammed Ismail is in private practice in New Orleans at the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgical 
Associates.  Dr. Daniel Schlieder is completing a one-year fellowship in Pediatric Cleft and Craniofacial 
Surgery at the University of Florida at Jacksonville.  Dr. Brian Sybo is in private practice in Tampa, 
Florida at Tampa Bay Jaw and Facial Surgery. 
 
 

Eric T. Geist, DDS, FACS 
JKOMSF Secretary/Treasurer 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
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LSU Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Current 1st & 6th Years 
 
 

 
 
     Christensen     Rozanski        Schier, Jr. Smoot 

Brian  Jillian      John  Rachael 
 
 

 
 
        Adamec         Asghar        Burrow          Kim      Scruggs  
         Asher            Syed         Hayes        Benjamin        Anne 
                                                                                                                                             

  



 

 
 
                                                                                                                 
 
 

      
All conference sessions are located at the Marriott on Canal Street, 41st Floor 

                                                                                                                   bordering the French Quarter 
                    Friday – Saturday, April 12-13, 2019 

 
 
 
 

 
FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2019 
    7:00 AM – 8:00 AM Registration and Continental Breakfast 
  
    8:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
  8:30 AM – 10:00 AM 
 

All About Pearls 
Wes Emison, DDS, MD and Dale Misiek, DMD 
        
This opening lecture discusses the mission, 10-year history, and future goals of JKOMS 
Foundation. 
 

Pearls in Establishing a Fully Digital Implant Practice   
Max Dunhill, BDS and Christopher Haggerty, DDS, MD, FACS 

This exciting innovative presentation is sponsored by 3DDX.   The integration of cone beam 
computed tomography (CBCT), digital scanner data and implant specific software allow for 
the virtual surgical treatment planning of the location of dental implants, final restorative 
abutments and prosthesis design.  This lecture will be based on the treatment planning and 
execution of surgical cases that typically present within a busy OMS practice.  Treatment 
modalities will include custom virtual "wax-ups", simple and complex treatment planning, 
alveoloplasty reduction guides, temporization and treatment planning for aesthetic zone 
implants, quadrant implants, partial and fully edentulous implants.  Discover how a fully digital 
implant practice can provide a powerful marketing tool to boost implant volume, minimize 
implant complications and significantly decrease doctor chair time. 

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM Break 
  
10:30 AM  – 12:30 PM Preparation for the Unthinkable – An Office Based Emergency I 

Larry Stigall, DDS 
 
I.   Organization of the Emergency Cart 
II.  Training and Preparing Your Office Staff 
III. Emergency Scenarios I 

  
   12:30  PM - 1:30 PM Lunch 
  
     1:30 PM – 3:00 PM Preparation for the Unthinkable - An Office Based Emergencies II   

Larry Stigall, DDS 
 
I. Prevention and Management of Anesthesia Complications 
II. Review of current pharmacologic agents 
III. Emergency Scenarios II 
 

                       3:00 PM Adjourned 
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2019 Pearls VIII is underway – Look for brochure this Fall 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019 

7:00 AM – 8:00 AM Registration and Continental Breakfast 
  
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM Pearls in Cybersecurity      

Sam Munakl, Owner of Cytek & President of Tech Evolutions 
 
The number of cyber-attacks is increasing dramatically and there are not enough people 
with the skills needed to ensure our security online.  This course develops the knowledge and 
skills needed to master the core concepts in cyber security and HIPAA 

  
 8:45 AM – 9:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 9:30 AM  – 10:00 AM 

Should You Bring an Anesthesiologist into Your Practice?     
Adrian S. Lineberger, MD  
 
As office surgical procedures & patients become increasingly complex, does it make sense to 
bring an anesthesiologist into your practice?  How is a comprehensive office anesthesia 
program structured, and what are the financial implications?  
 
Break 

10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valuable Topics in Delivery of Office Anesthesia/Sedation 
Adrian S. Lineberger, MD  
 
How should you select and prepare patients for office procedures? How do we manage 
patients with complex medical issues? Narcotics are under increasing scrutiny and have 
undesirable side effects- so where do we go from here?  

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Lunch 
12:30 AM  –  2:00 PM Communication and Marketing:  Is Your Practice Missing Out?  Christopher Litchfield, 

Founder of Digimatiq Marketing, Inc 
 
The digital media revolution is well underway. Is your practice taking advantage? This lecture 
will discuss ways OMS practices can leverage search engines optimization (SEO), pay-per-
click advertising (PPC) & social media tools to connect with new patients at the exact time they 
are looking for you. Discover how a fully implemented digital search strategy can both boost 
your new patient bookings while protecting your practice's reputation & reviews online.  
 

Concepts to be discussed: 
 I.   Pay Per Click Advertising 
II.  Search Engine Optimization 
III. Reputation & Reviews Management 
IV. Maximizing Your Referrals 

 
                    2:00 PM Adjourned 
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Another year at the Harrah’s Hotel for 
the our upcoming review course.  Last 
year our attendees were quite pleased 
with the many things to do in the area. 

Colleagues if you know of someone 
who can benefit from the course refer 
them to the www.JKOMSF.com website 
or call Michele Holmes to register at 
504-941-8211. 
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