
 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
From your JKOMSF President, Tooley Towns, DDS 

During this past Pearls VI course, the 
JKOMS Foundation had a banquet to 
honor Dr. Jack Kent with a bronze 
sculpture which was done by one of our 
senior residents, Dr. Shahrouz 
Zarrabi.  For those of you who were not 
present, you missed a great party.  From 
41st floor of the New Orleans Marriott 
hotel we celebrated while overlooking 
the French Quarter and The Mississippi 
River with its paddle wheelers.  Nearly 
200 people were present to honor Dr. 
Kent and his contributions to the 
program from 1973-2008. His family, 
friends, and past residents from nearly 
50 years were present to roast and toast 
him.  There were plenty of laughs, 

compliments, and accolades about Jack 
and all he has done for us in the 
program. Jack and Virginia then unveiled 
the beautiful sculpture that was covered 
with an LSU flag.  The sculpture will 
reside in the Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery department of LSUSD and then 
transferred to the new clinic building 
next spring. The sculpture is a reminder 
to students, residents, and faculty of the 
contributions Jack has made to the Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery program and 
the OMS profession that we are all 
honored to be part of.  Dr. 
Kent’s    address was heartfelt and 
thankful. 

 

The Unveiling 
Sculptor Dr. Shahrouz Zarrabi (Chief) and Dr. Jack Kent 
and Mrs. Virginia Kent and more pics included can be 
found on page 6 of the newsletter. 

 

 

  
Donors’ Acknowledgements 
Six levels of giving page 17 & 18 and the Treasure / 
Secretary update on page 12 of the newsletter. 
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Issue Date:   August 1, 2017 

Dear LSU OMS Alumni and JKOMSF 
Members 

There is much to report since our 
last Newsletter, Winter 2016 

PEARLS VI 2017 COURSE 41ST FLOOR LANDSCAPE VIEW IN THIS ISSUE 
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He was so pleased to see so many alumni and apologized to a couple he did not recognize.  He stated “If this is what it takes to get us 
all together, let’s keep honoring each other each year because there are so many alumni who have contributed so much to the 
program and are so deserving of recognition.  We are all united and each of us, all practitioners and faculty, are equally a small part 
of LSU OMS history.  This sculpture represents each and every one of us.  This is History, This is LSU OMS”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Eric Geist receives Dr. Dale Misiek’s check which 
                  completes his pledge of 100K! 
  (Back)  Dr. Mark Craig  (Left to Right) Dr. David Carlton, Jr,  
  Dr. Chris Kahn,   Dr. John Neary,   Dr. Dale Misiek  
  (Front L)   Dr. Geist    (Front R)  Dr.  Jack Kent 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
nn To 
  

 (Left) Sculptor Dr. Shahrouz Zarrabi (chief resident) 
  and Dr. Jack Kent (Right) 

 

 
  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

  (Left) Dr. Anthony Indovina, Dr. Shahrouz Zarrabi, (chief resident) 
  Dr. Tooley Towns, Dr. Jack Kent, Dr. John Neary  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

OMS Speakers not trained at LSU below who gave a 
speech about Dr. Jack Kent 
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OMS Speakers trained at LSU below who gave a 
speech about Dr. Jack 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

 
 
          
               
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                        

                    
 
 

 
 
 

 
                  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OMS Speakers trained at LSU below who gave a 
speech about Dr. Jack Kent 

Other Distinguished Guest Speakers who gave a 
speech about Dr. Jack Kent 

Mr. Bruce Cranner                             
Toast & Testimony 

Andrea Kent Steinkamp        
Toast & Testimony 
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  THE UNVEILING 



 

 
 
From your Chairman,  
John Neary, DDS, MD, FACS 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings Alumni!  I would like to report to you that the 
program is in good shape.  We recently graduated five residents 
and started training four new ones.  These young men were four 
of our five top choices in the match.  Their incoming credentials 
are the most impressive the program has ever seen on paper.  It 
is yet to be determined how their surgical skills develop.  Their 
photos and information is listed to the right of page. We 
continue our strong presence in the new medical center 
(Charity’s replacement), recently being awarded the BEST 
consultative service by the Emergency Department at their end 
of the year ceremonies. 
 
The battle continues with insurance companies to approve 
orthognathic and other elective surgery to train our residents to 
LSU standards. Research activities have been reinvigorated and 
you will see many publications coming out from LSU in the near 
future.  With the state of Louisiana privatizing healthcare, the 
LSU OMFS program has fared about as well as we could have 
hoped for.  The Baton Rouge portion of the program run out of 
Our Lady of the Lake is as busy as ever with six of our 32 
residents stationed there.  The New Orleans portion includes the 
large presence at University Medical Center, Children’s Hospital, 
Touro Infirmary, West Jefferson Hospital, the faculty practice on 
St. Charles and the new clinic next to the dental school 
scheduled to open next spring.  It is the replacement of our clinic 
lost in Katrina and will contain two JCAH approved outpatient 
surgery rooms. 
 
We appreciate the continued support of the JKOMS foundation, 
as virtually all of our salary for faculty, used in resident 
education, is funded by the hospitals with very little help from 
the state. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2017 OMS Graduated 
Chiefs  

2017-2018 OMS Chiefs 

2017-2018 

First Years 

Dr. Dastoury is located in Los Angeles, CA at the Inland 
Cosmetic Surgery Fellowship.  Dr. Hastings is located in 
Boise, Idaho at Whitewater Oral Surgery Group.  Dr. Mayes is 
located in Dallas, TX at the Deca Dental Practice.  Dr. Park is 
located in Birmingham, AL at the Head & Neck Oncology & 
Microvascular Surgery Fellowship.  Dr. Zarrabi is located in 
Newport Beach, CA where he will practice in multiple 
locations. 

PROGRAM  UPDATE 
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Dr. Ray Lim joins the 
LSU OMS Faculty as 

a full time Assistant Professor.  Dr. Lim achieved his 
Bachelors in Biological Sciences at California State 
University- Sacramento.  He then completed his Doctorate 
of Dental Surgery at University of Southern California 
School of Dentistry in 2007.  While at USC, Dr Lim was 
intimately involved in student government and serving as 
the Class President the Class of 2007.  He then furthered 
his surgical education by doing an Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery Internship at L.A. County + USC Medical Center, a 
Level One Trauma Center, and one of the busiest hospitals 
in the country. 
 
Dr. Lim entered the LSU OMS residency in 2009.  He earned 
his Doctorate of Medicine from LSU School of Medicine - 
New Orleans in 2012, then completed his General Surgery 
Internship in 2013 from LSU Department of Surgery. 
Dr. Lim was trained in all aspects of Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery.  This included procedures in 
dentoalveolar/implants, bone and tissue regeneration, 
sleep-apnea surgery, head & neck pathology, with 
emphasis on trauma, cosmetic surgery, 
orthognathic/corrective-jaw surgery, and all facets of TMJ 
surgery.  During his Chief year, Dr. Lim also had an 
opportunity to be a visiting Resident-Surgeon with the 
Maxillofacial-Plastics-Orthodontic (MPO) Department in 
Leon, Nicaragua.  Along with Drs. Neary & Kim, he was able 
to treat many complex craniofacial and  
pathological conditions such as Goldenhar Syndrome, cleft-
lip + palate, and a carotid body tumor.  He has authored a 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
chapter in The Atlas of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.  In 
January 2017 he became board certified.  During his free 
time, Dr. Lim enjoys spending time with his wife Amber, 
their 2 kids, and enjoying the New Orleanais culture. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Dane St. John 
joins the LSU 

OMS Faculty as a full time Assistant Professor. Dr. St. John 
completed his undergraduate education at the University 
of Pittsburgh prior to attending dental school at Harvard 
School of Dental Medicine. Upon completion of his 
doctoral training Dr. St. John entered OMS residency at the 
University of Alabama, Birmingham. Under the direction of 
Dr.’s Peter Waite and Patrick Louis he completed the 
requirements for his medical degree, an internship in 
General Surgery, and the surgical demands of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery. Upon Completion of training Dr. St. 
John was commissioned to active duty in the United States 
ARMY and deployed to combat operations in Iraq. During 
this time he also served as Assistant Program Director for 
the OMS residency training program at William Beaumont 
Army Medical Center at Fort Bliss. This exposure to 
education motivated him to pursue a career in academic 
practice 

Dr. St. John is board certified in Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery and has clinical and research interests in 
Temporomandibular Joint Disease/Orofacial Pain 
Syndromes, Maxillofacial Trauma, Dental Implants and Oral 
Reconstruction, Obstructive Sleep Apnea, Oral 
Pathology/Medicine and Anesthesia. 

 

 

FACULTY  UPDATE 
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Our New Orleans Department has revived its long and 

storied history as a center of academic research with a 

series of both granted and department-funded research the 

past 2 years.  The Department is currently working on a 

number of projects with current research grants surpassing 

$130,000 with nearly every full-time faculty actively 

involved in research.  Residents and faculty have been 

presenting this at both national and international meetings.  

Research absracts and posters were recently presented at 

the 2016 AAOMS National Meeting in Las Vegas, the 2017 

ACOMS meeting in Vancouver, and the Clinical and 

Scientific Innovations for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons 

in Chicago.   

 
 

 
 

1 - Christensen BJ, Mercante DE, Neary JP, King BJ.  Risk 
Factors for Severe Complications of Operative Mandible 
Fractures.  J Oral Maxillofac Surg 75(4):787.e1.787.e8, Apr 
2017. 

2 - Townsend J, King B, Ballard R, Armbruster P, Sabey 
K.  Interdisciplinary Approach to Education:Preparing 
General Dentists to Manage Dental Trauma.  Dent  
Traumatol 33(2), 143-148, Apr 2017  

3 - BB Kim, Arshad Kaleem, Melvyn Yeoh. Prosthetic 
Rehabilitation and Implantology after Cancer 
Ablation. Maxillofacial Surgery, Peter Brennan/Henning 
Schliephake/Ghali E Ghali/Luke Cascarini, 3rd edition (2017), 
Elsevier Health Sciences, GA USA. 

4 - BB Kim, Waleed Zaid, Daniel Spagnoli, Peter K. Moy, and 
W. Howard Davis. Chapter 09, Reconstruction of Major 
Maxillary and Mandibular Defects with Implants, pages 259-
290. Fundamentals of Implant Dentistry Surgical Principles, 
Peter K Moy/ Alessandro Pozzi/ John Beumer III, 1st edition 
(2016), Quintessence Publishing, IL USA.  

 

 

 

5 - BB Kim, Arshad Kaleem, Waleed Zaid,  (2016) Case 
Reports of Two Unusual Donor Site Complications of the 
Pectoralis Major Myocutaneous Flap and Literature 
Review. J Oral Maxillofacial Surgery 74(7):1504e1-1504e12. 

6 - Cummins D, Kim BB, A Kaleem, Zaid W. (2016) Pedicle 
Orientation in Free-Flap Microvascular Maxillofacial 
Reconstruction. J Oral Maxillofac Surg 10. pii: S0278-
2391(16)31207-1. doi: 10.1016/j.joms.2016.11.026.  

7 - Patel, N., Kim, B. & Zaid, W.,  Use of Virtual Surgical 
Planning for Simultaneous Maxillofacial Osteotomies and 
Custom Polyetheretherketone Implant in Secondary Orbito-
Frontal Reconstruction.  Journal of Craniofacial Surgery 1–4 
(2016). doi:10.1097/SCS.0000000000003313 

8 - Patel, N., Kim, B. & Zaid, W., A Detailed Analysis of 
Mandibular Angle Fractures: Epidemiology, Patterns, 
Treatments, and Outcomes.  Journal of Oral Maxillofacial 
Surg. 74, 1792–1799 (2016),  

9 - Patel, N., Kim, B., Zaid, W. & Spagnoli, D., Tissue 
Engineering for Vertical Ridge Reconstruction.  Oral 
Maxillofacial Surgery Clinics of North America 29, 27–49 
(2017).  

10 - Neary, J. ; Spencer, C. Chapter 9 Temporomandibular 
Joint Surgical and Non-surgical Management: The 
Temporomandibular Joint: A Translational Approach from 
Basic Science to Clinical Applicability, 2017 Springer ED. 
Gremillion and Klasser 

11 - Kent, J.N., Neary, J., Oubre, J., Bulot, D., Chapter 26 
“Surgical Orthodontic Correction of Dental Facial Deformity” 
In Esthetics in Dentistry, Goldstein et al. Editors, Wiley & 
Sons, Inc., in press 

12 - King BJ. Levine A.  Controversies in Oral and 
Maxillofacial Anesthesia. Oral & Maxillof Surg Clin of N 
Amer.  Ed: Vega LG, Meara DJ.   Anticipated publication 
Nov, 2017 

 
 
 

RESEARCH UPDATE 

PUBLICATIONS   UPDATE 
WITHIN PAST YEAR 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Website News and San Francisco Alumni Cocktail 

From Wes Emison, DDS, MD 
 
JKOMSF News - The Jack Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Foundation (JKOMSF) and Louisiana State University Oral 
Maxillofacial Surgery Alumni Association (LSUOMSAA) website 
provides a convenient way for our alumni and friends to stay up 
to date with the training program at LSU in New Orleans.  It 
provides an online avenue to learn about the goals and 
achievements of both organizations. The website also provides 
information on upcoming courses and meetings, current news, 
fund raising efforts, and educational accomplishments of the 
Foundation and Association membership activities. It also allows 
registration for both the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Pearls 
Course and LSU Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Review Course. 
The JKOMSF and LSUOMSAA website is managed by Michele 
Holmes who is Coordinator of Board Relations and Events  
 

 
 
 
Program Manager of the JKOMSF.  Please visit us at 
https://www.jkomsf.com 
 
Party Time in San Francisco - All LSU Alumni and Friends 
should take the opportunity to meet at Jillian’s, a large, very nice 
sports bar on Thursday, October 12, 2017 during the AAOMS 
meeting in San Francisco.  Please join us for an informal get 
together at 6 pm.  Jillian’s website is https://www.jillianssf.com/ 

Jillian's at Metreon is a lively venue featuring California 
cuisine, expansive sports viewing, multiple bars, 
tournament-quality billiards, and beautiful meeting and 
event spaces. Conveniently located within San Francisco's 
Metreon, across from the Moscone Center and blocks away 
from Powell Street Bart and Muni Stations, Jillian's is the 
perfect place to host your next event, catch a game or 
experience an evening out on the town! 

A prospective randomized clinical trial to determine the equivalency of nasal cannula and 
modified nasal and hood capnography detection methods in an open airway system. 
Comparative interracial anthropometric facial measurements.  Comparison of hybrid 
maxillomandibular fixation system with Erich arch bars.  Risk factors for severe 
complications of operative mandibular fractures.  The effect of mandibular fracture 
treatment on nutritional status – a prospective study.  Establishing clinical guidelines for 
the initial care in maxillofacial infections. Patient management errors in odontogenic 
infection.  Accuracy and efficiency of in-house 3D modeling and pre-op plate adaption for 
mandibular fractures.  The effect of closed reduction and maxillomandibular fixation on 
nutritional status.  Clinical diagnostic accuracy of oral & maxillofacial pathologic lesions. 
Quantitative analysis of the average thickness of the outer cortex of cranial bone grafts. 
Comparison of physical and technical characteristics of commonly used maxilla-
mandibular plating systems.  Relationship between pre-operative pulse volume recording 
result for anterior tibial and posterior tibial arteries and post-operative fibular free flap 
donor site morbidity.  Correlation between tumor size, T stage and surgical margin for 
oral and oropharyngeal SCC.  Does procalcitonin guidance affect duration of antibiotic 
therapy and hospital stay in patients with head and neck infections?  A randomized 
controlled opened label trial.  Can secondary alveolar bone grafting to cleft palate with 
allogeneic bone allow for successful bridging of bone across cleft site, closure of oral – 
nasal fistula and irruption of canine as measured clinical and radiographically?  Intra-
specialty survey regarding isolated mandibular fractures management. CLEFT: Utilizing 
3D printed anatomical models as in adjunct for teaching dental students. Prosthetic 
rehabilitation in oral cancer patients with free mandibular reconstruction:  Prospective 
cohort study, IRB review pending. Practice patterns among OMS in U.S. regarding 
management of isolated mandibular fractures.  Effects of tumor size and stage on the 
status of final pathologic margins and adverse features. 

 

ON GOING RESEARCH 

https://www.jkomsf.com/
https://www.jillianssf.com/
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From your Old Chief  
2017 LSU OMS Review Course – we have moved the 
course from the Convention Marriott to Harrah’s New 
Orleans Hotel on Poydras street.  The room rate is locked 
in at $169 until Oct. 9   October 30-November 4 is the 
course date and the brochure with all the information on 
speakers and registration is on the JKOMSF WEB SITE if 
you did not get a brochure by mail.   

Next Year’s Pearls Course – In 2018 we will take a one 
year break from the French Quarter Fest and combine our 
meeting with ACOMS later in April.  This promises to be 
an outstanding meeting with ACOMS leading the way.  
The meeting is a 3 day Saturday-Sunday-Monday 
education with 20 speakers, a joint ACOMS-Pearls 
reception on Saturday and a full evening banquet at the 
World War II Museum on Sunday. Please note proposed 
topics below.  Speakers are being selected and we will 
have the full program and registration fees with our year-
end newsletter.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

      

 

 
 
From your Secretary Treasurer 
Eric Geist, DDS, FACS 
Best of summer greetings to all of our generous 
donors and alumni. The JKOMSF currently has a 
balance of $1,575,540.00.  
 
The balance reflects revenue of $71,057.00 over 
and above the gifts that our donors have 
contributed.  Additional revenue was derived from 
the courses that we sponsor (Pearls and the Review 
Course) in addition to our investment gains.  
Projects that the JKOMSF has funded thus far 
include new equipment for the LSUOMS program, 
new faculty support, and a unit named for the 
JKOMSF in the new pre-doctoral clinical lab at the 
LSU Dental School.  We also have outstanding 
pledges to the Foundation totaling $215,116.00 
 
The Directors of the JKOMSF Board are committed 
to maintaining a core balance of every dollar that 
has been donated and only dispersing revenues that 
exceed that amount by a factor, which will afford 
the opportunity for continued growth of the corpus. 
As we approach our 10-year anniversary in 2018, it 
is clear that the JKOMSF has made a significant 
difference in the quality of the Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery program at LSU and has 
strived to improve the status of our specialty in the 
eyes of the dental students.  

ACOMS 39TH Annual Scientific Conference and OMS Pearls VII April 
21-23, 2018 

New Orleans:  The Balannce of Work and Fun – Combine New 
Technologies with Fundamental Surgical Principles 

Co-Chairs:  Brian Farrell, DDS,MD and Tara Aghaloo, DDS, MD, PhD 



 

 Alumni News    

 From  your Alumni President, 
 Dale Misiek, DMD 

Tony Indovina, DDS, an important part time faculty member at both the LSU School of Dentistry and our teaching 
hospitals for 40  years will be inducted into the International College of Dentists this fall at the ADA meeting in 
Atlanta.  Congratulations Tony. 

John Neary, DDS, MD, FACS is now permanent LSU OMS Chairman and holder of the James R. Peltier Chair. 

Brian Farrell, DDS, MD is the co-chair of the 2018 ACOMS joint meeting with Pearls VII  

Brett King, DDS was awarded the Research Excellence Award for 2017 by the LSU School of Dentistry and the Center 
of Excellence in Oral and Craniofacial Biology 

John Wesley (Wes) Emison, DDS, MD is pleased to announce that our practice facility known as Los Gatos Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery has been recently accredited by the American Association for Accreditation of Ambulatory 
Surgery Facilities (AAAASF).  This is an important milestone for our practice demonstrating our commitment to 
providing the highest levels of quality care to our patients.   

Recent Alumni and Faculty who are now ABOMS certified are Ray Lim, DDS, MD, Matt Fowlkes DDS, MD, Cameron 
Cavola,  DDS, MD, Gary Seeba, DDs,MD, and John Kent III, DMD who has had the distinction of passing the full 
board, written, and oral exam twice.  
Dr. Beomjune Kim and Waleed Zaid have obtained a “Certificate of added qualification” which is offered by the 

American Board  of Oral and Maxillofacial surgery in Head and oncology and Microvascular reconstruction, and 
were among the first group of surgeons who qualified to take the test, and passed the exam.   

Friends, please send Michele news - don’t be bashful, you never were as a resident 
If you know if any LSU OMS colleagues deceased please also advise us! 

 

 

 

From  your JKOMSF Board  

The JKOMSF is approaching a ten year anniversary.  Our goal in the next 12 months is to make a serious challenge at 
achieving $2 million.  Two thirds of our alumni and many friends are responsible for the success to date.  If you are an 
alumnus who has been unable to join JKOMSF or has reservations, please give any Board member a call or talk to any of 
those you trained with who have donated.  The JKOMSF needs you.  The department you cared for needs you, and the 

training of future residents needs your help.  The residents who have donated speak with one voice – 
they understand that residents of the future will not have all the benefits they enjoyed without 
continued financial support.  They support the program, not because of who the faculty are, 
but because this is their program, this is LSU.  JKOMSF donors understand one thing, where 
would any of us be without the residency education from LSU. 

We are updating our mail and email addressess and preferred phone number contact of all alumni.  May we ask each of 
you to send your preferred mail address, email address, and phone number to Michele Holmes.  If you prefer not to have 

any of this information on our master list, please advise.  Thank you. 
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