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Tooley Towns, DDS 
JKOMSF   President 

 

 

 

Dear Colleagues: 

As President of JKOMS Foundation, I attended Prom Night in June for the LSU Oral Maxillofacial Surgery program 
and with the help from Dr. Kent we presented the graduates with their certificates allowing them to attend their 
first Pearls course as guest of the Foundation.   I congratulated them on their long six years and wished them 
well and invited them to become Foundation members.   Dr. Kent and I then presented the incoming residents 
with the Atlas of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery edited by our own Dr. Haggerty and Dr. Laughlin and 
congratulated them on being part of our great program.  

The Foundation executive committee met several times with Dr. Peter Park, Interim OMS Chairman and 
discussed the plight of the program this year.  We made several recommendations to the full board of directors 
and all agreed to make a one-time donation to the program to help Dr. Park and the residents.     We also agreed 
to help the second year residents in medical school with their tuition since they have no income that year.  This 
will be presented to them separately at a later date. ………………………………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….  
We are excited that the upcoming AAOMS meeting will be hosted in New Orleans, September 15, 2022, that 
which we hope would bring our OMS surgeons together to strengthen our OMS community and awareness.  With 
that being said, Dr. Biggerstaff has put together a great alumni cocktail party for all graduates and I hope we 
have a great turnout. Please make sure to rsvp.  Looking forward to seeing everyone soon in September. 
………………………... ………………………….. …………………………………... 
………………………………………………………………………….     Tooley 

 

 
 
 
 
 

I am pleased to report that our Jack Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation (JKOMSF) website 
is up and running. Our URL is:  https://jkomsf.org/.  Please note our domain is now jkomsf.org rather 
than .com and take a moment to see what improvements have been made over our prior website.  You 
will now have the convenience of online access to make a Pledge to Donate to the Foundation as well 
as join our Legacy Giving Program.  Additionally, you may easily make a dues payment or a donation to 
our LSU OMS Alumni Association spearheaded by Dr. Biggerstaff.  Further, easy online registration is 
now possible for our two annual in-person New Orleans courses, Pearls X coming in April 2023 
(deferred this year due to AAOMS meeting in N.O.) and our Comprehensive Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery Review Course this November 18th to the 22nd.  
 
Any feedback as to how to improve our JKOMSF website is welcome.  Efforts are underway with our 
web developer, Kathy Brennan (https://webifynola.com/), to optimize our search presence (SEO) and 
make our site more user friendly.  
  
Wes  

  

Wes Emison, DDS, MD 
JKOMSF   Vice President 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjkomsf.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmjaco2%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cb4931d326158480ebfd508da76fde404%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C637953130121456037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DdkpylWMY4CHySU2hs3bwTaPWyWVjjUM3H62IVaaruA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjkomsf.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmjaco2%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cb4931d326158480ebfd508da76fde404%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C637953130121612252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pvd3DSNq%2FhmHgAWJesftYrImsmajBW2kknTdP%2F8M3Sk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebifynola.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmjaco2%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cb4931d326158480ebfd508da76fde404%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C637953130121612252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NIAWIrZppw8Hr3%2Bdp3dbUBLGEiIuAjbobc2NyiUbEbM%3D&reserved=0
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Chairman’s Corner - Axioms to live by. 
  
As Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons, we have the moral code: Nonmaleficence, beneficence, autonomy and 
justice. Patients often ask, “If I were your mother/father, what would you do?”. Thus the axiom: “When we put 
patients first, everything will be ok”. The principle removes financial motives, political agendas, professional and 
research goals. It crystalizes a sharp point of focus that we wield every day.  
  
In the interim, the department and chair have been guided by the corollary axiom. “When we put the residents 
first, then everything will be ok”. To that end we have been busy.  
  
We graduated four wonderful physicians: Sam Clarot, Mike Hironaka, Zack Scogin and Travis Williams. They 
voiced gratefulness to our collective work at LSU. It is the cumulative efforts of the LSU alumni who have 
solidified standing in the health system: your sleepless nights wiring mandibles continue to mean a great deal 
to the decision makers at LSU.  
  
We added new faculty to support a significant need in our department: Dr John Kent III and Dr Edward Massett. 
Specifically, the quantity and quality of education for oral surgery sedation. Bolstered by Dr Brian Dyess in Baton 
Rouge, we are redirecting our outpatient focus to address this accreditation imperative.  
  
Our goal to augment the sedation experience does not detract from LSU’s core foundation that was discussed 
in Winter 2022. The Orthognathic service is more vibrant than ever. Our pathology service will have its strongest 
year in a decade. The consistency of dental implant surgery has improved under the service line leadership of 
Dale Misiek. The trauma volume is drastically increasing as the Greater New Orleans population and tourists 
interact, disagree and, unfortunately, pursue physical methods of resolving conflict.  
  
We are looking for additional faculty. A current advertisement is out for a full time faculty in New Orleans to 
address our increasing major case volume. But, also, we will begin our Chair search. To that end, we have had 
several discussions with the current Interim Dean and Future Dean. Alumni should rest assured that the school 
understands the gravity of the LSU OMS Chair. Our destinies are irrevocably intertwined. The administration will 
look for surgical acumen, research credentials, but most importantly, a history of effective administration. A 
mentor for the faculty, residents and students alike. To find another Dr Jack Kent is to capture lighting in a bottle; 
we will not lose our resolve.  
  
Finally, I want to thank the JKOMS Foundation for agreeing to a sizable donation to our residents. We need to 
run our normal operations by taking tests, getting licensure, going to courses, buying study materials. For 24 
residents, this requires money and Foundation has stepped up to our aid. We are grateful.  
  
In conclusion, thank you for all the well wishes and mentorship over the last several months. Surely, as long as 
we are guided by the chair’s axiom, putting the residents first, our department will always thrive.  
  
Peter Park 
 

 

Peter Park, DMD, MD 
Interim OMS Chairman 
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Chancellor Larry Hollier, MD, FACS, resigned mid-October, 2021 after 16 years of service to LSUHSC.  LSU 
OMS thanks Larry for his many years of service as Dean of the School of Medicine and Chancellor of 
LSUHSC.  LSU President Dr. William F. Tate IV immediately appointed Steve Nelson, MD, CM, FCAP, FCCP, 
Interim Chancellor of LSU Health Sciences Center, New Orleans.  Shortly thereafter, Rob Laughlin, DDS, Dean 
of LSUSD and Chair of OMS was demoted to Acting Dean and placed on administrative leave before his 
resignation from LSUHSC.  Thank you Rob for your service.  Sandra Andrieu, M.Ed., PhD, Professor and 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at LSUSD, was appointed Interim Dean of LSUSD in January, 2022, by Dr. 
Nelson.   Peter Park, DMD, MD was appointed Interim Chair of OMS by Dr. Andrieu in January, 2022.   

Dr. Andrieu will continue to serve as Interim Dean until Angelo Mariotti, DDS, PhD, selected by Dr. Nelson after 
a thorough search, assumes the position of Dean at LSUSD, January, 2023.  LSU OMS welcomes Dr. Mariotti 
and believes there will be a smooth transition of leadership within the School of Dentistry.  Dr. Park will 
continue to serve as Interim Chair for OMS until the search for a permanent OMS Chair is complete later this 
year.  Dr. Andrieu and Park have led the school and OMS well in these difficult times of transition.  We thank 
them. 

 JACK 

 

 

Sandra Andrieu, PhD 
Interim Dean, LSU Health School of Dentistry 
Professor and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
 
Sandra C. Andrieu proudly joined the faculty of LSU Health – New Orleans (LSUHSC), 
School of Dentistry (LSUSD) in 1978.  Effective January 2022, she serves as Interim 
Dean.  Dr. Andrieu grew in position and rank during her tenure at LSUHSC. She held 
the roles of Coordinator of the Program in Dental Hygiene, Director of Advanced 
Education, and has served as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs since 1994.  Her 
scholarly accomplishments led to her earning the rank of Professor with tenure in 
1993. As a member of the first graduating class, Dr. Andrieu earned her Bachelor of 

Science degree in Dental Hygiene, from LSU Medical Center.  Her interest in higher education led to a Master 
of Education in Curriculum and Instruction followed by a doctor of Philosophy in Educational Administration 
from the University of New Orleans, where she was recognized as Outstanding Graduate Student in 
Educational Administration.   
 
Her successes at LSUSD led to her selection as Alumna of the Year in 2010. She is an active member of the 
American Dental Education Association (ADEA) and was elected to serve as President of that association in 
2010-2011. 
 
Dr. Andrieu has skillfully led LSUSD through multiple Commission on Dental Accreditation site visits and 
currently serves as the LSUHSC faculty liaison to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  She 
strongly supports collaboration to maintain excellence in education. 
 
LSU OMS appreciates her commitment to move forward rapidly with our chair search. 
 
 
 

Administration Changes 
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From:  Steve Nelson, MD 
Interim Chancellor  

 
Angelo J. Mariotti, BS, DDS, PhD 
 
Appointed Dean LSU Health New 
Orleans, School of Dentistry 
       
Dr. Angelo J. Mariotti has agreed to 
serve as the next dean of the LSU 
Health School of Dentistry effective 
January 2023. Our deepest gratitude to 
Dr. Sandra Andrieu for her tireless 
commitment, grace and wisdom in 
leading the school as interim dean 
through this transition period. 

As professor and chair of the Department of Periodontology at The Ohio 
State University College of Dentistry, Dr. Mariotti was instrumental in 
transforming the curriculum, increasing educational outcomes at both 
pre- and post-doctoral levels, increasing fundraising, improving 
facilities, building research, expanding clinics, and enhancing faculty 
development. He will bring this proven success to benefit the School of 
Dentistry in collaboration with faculty, students, staff, alumni, and 
external partners.  
  
Dr. Mariotti is a Fellow of the International College of Dentists, American 
College of Dentists and the Pierre Fauchard Academy. He is both a 
Diplomate and Director of the American Board of Periodontology. He is 
an editor of Pharmacology and Therapeutics for Dentistry. His more 
than 100 articles in peer-reviewed journals and textbooks focus on the 
pharmacologic actions of agents in the oral cavity and topics related to 
dental health care economics. Dr. Mariotti has served in a variety of 
leadership positions for numerous national and international dentistry 
organizations, all the while maintaining an active clinical practice in 
periodontology. Dr. Mariotti received his B.S. in biology and education 
from Grove City College, a Ph.D. in Pharmacology & Toxicology from West 
Virginia University, a D.D.S. from West Virginia University, and specialty 
training in periodontology from the Medical College of Virginia.  
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 It is a pleasure to re-
introduce a full-time 
faculty member in the 
Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery 
(OMS), Dr. John Kent III. 
JKIII obtained his 
undergraduate at LSU in 
microbiology before 
moving to Birmingham 

to attend dental school at the University of Alabama 
in Birmingham.  

Thereafter, he completed his residency in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery in 1992 at SUNY Buffalo and 
affiliated hospitals. After graduation, he practiced 
the full scope of OMS in High Point, North Carolina, 
before joining the faculty of LSU Health School of 
Dentistry in 2012. He served for four years as the 
undergraduate director of OMS, which included 
classroom instruction, service on school academic 
committees and chairside instruction. 

In 2016 Dr. Kent returned to private practice, but his 
love for teaching students and residents never 
abated. Dr. Kent will revisit his critical role at the 
dental school as director of undergraduate 
education in OMS. He will provide lectures, serve on 
committees, and provide leadership in two service 
lines: Dentoalveolar surgery, as well as sedation and 
anesthesia.  We serve on committees, and provide 
leadership in two service lines: Dentoalveolar 
surgery, as well as sedation and anesthesia. We are 
grateful that Dr. Kent has decided to join us once 
again. He will be available from Tuesday to Friday in 
the LSUSD OMS Surgery clinic. 

 

 

 It is a pleasure to re-
introduce a part time 
faculty at the LSU Oral 
Surgery Clinic, Dr Edward 
Massett. A graduate of 
the Charity Hospital OMS 
program in 1973, Dr 
Massett began his 
practice in Chalmette 
performing full scope 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.  

After several successful years, he moved his 
practice to Slidell. Throughout his time as a 
private practitioner, he routinely provided clinical 
teaching in the Charity Hospital clinic, instructing 
the students and residents, until Hurricane 
Katrina.  

Dr Massett brings valuable private practice 
expertise into our department. He will teach 
undergraduate students and resident trainees in 
two service lines: Dentoalveolar surgery as well 
as sedation and anesthesia.  

Please join us in welcoming Dr Massett. He will 
be practicing with us as a part time faculty on 
Mondays in the LSU School of Dentistry Oral 
Surgery clinic. 

 

 

             Peter Park, DMD, MD 
Interim OMS Chair 

 

 

 

Welcome Back 

Drs. John N. Kent, III  &  Edward Masset 
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OMS News Bits 
 
Robert Heckel, ’65   
1) I must be oldest practicing and maybe oldest charity graduate. Still teach residents at Case Western Univ. and 
Univ. Hospital 2days a week. an award was just instituted naming the outstanding resident during their training. 
They named it the Robert D. Heckel award. Which I obviously was honored to have it in my name. I live in Fla. 6 
mos a year. Hello to Jack Kent and John Neary. Hope to see you at a Pearls course.  Congratulations Bob-well 
deserved. You are getting close to being the oldest Charity graduate and to my knowledge the oldest 
practicing.  We have known each other with pleasure for a short 50 years. Jack 

2) Sloan McDonald, ‘86 
Just had lunch with this very impressive couple who trained at LSU and are opening their practice in Reno.  It 
was fun to meet and hear about the practice of Julian and Dan. 

I am going to miss AAOMS in New Orleans this fall and am so disappointed.  My rescheduled pandemic trips to 
the North Atlantic and Portugal landed during the meeting.  Our CALAMOS spring meeting was dedicated to Tim 
Shahbazian and I had the pleasure of speaking about him. 
 
Take care of yourselves. 
Warmly, 
Sloan 

Congratulations to Tim and Thanks for being there for him Sloan.  Best. Jack 
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Mark A. Craig, ‘96 

          3)  At the April meeting of the Southwest Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, I was installed as the 
President  for 2022-2023.  Congratulations Mark !!! 
 
Matt Hearn, ’04 / Chris Haggerty ‘09 
4) Matthew Hearn is with Christopher Haggerty hunting Prairie dogs in Kansas.  Dr. Haggerty has nice socks!!!                                                                                                                                                                                      

Poor dogs, your practices must be doing well! Jack  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Honoring Dr. Frank Drongowski in recognition of 25 years of service 
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Henry A. Gremillion 
 Garden Dedication 

 

LSU Health School of Dentistry 
administration, faculty and staff 
hosted a garden dedication in honor of 
the late Dean, Henry A. Gremillion, 
DDS, MAGD.  Many family, friends and 
colleagues were in attendance.  The 
ceremony to dedicate the garden and 
full-size bronze statue of the late dean 
was held at the dental school campus 
on April 9th.  The statue was 
commissioned with the generous 

donation from Virginia Angelico Tatum, DDS ’79.  Dr. Tatum was a longtime friend of Dr. Gremillion. 

Dr. Gremillion’s wife, Karleen “Mackey” Gremillion, her children and grandchildren were in attendance. Dr. 
Gremillion’s granddaughter, a nationally recognized artist, JudyAnne Jackson, performed a song during the 
program.   

Also speaking were Dr. A. Dale Ehrlich, Department Head & Associate Professor of Comprehensive Dentistry 
and Biomaterials, Dr. Ronald Auvenshine, Dr. Walter “Shep” Platt, Dr. Terry Fugetta, and President-Elect of the 
LSUSD Alumni Association, Dr. Brian LeBon along with his son Dr. Conner LeBon.  The opening prayer and 
invocation was given by fourth-year dental student, John “Curtis” Schmidt. Also in attendance were Interim 
Dean of LSUSD, Dr. Sandra Andrieu and the Interim Chancellor for the LSU Health Sciences Center, Dr. Steve 
Nelson. 
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Greetings to all, and hope that everyone is doing well during these “dog days of summer.” Your JKOMSF Board of 

Directors have been very busy working with Dr. Peter Park and the LSU OMS department to enact positive 

changes within the Department and afford the Residents the best possible experience. 

 

Our current financial status as of the end of July is as follows: 

We currently have $2,002,222.73 in the Investment account and an additional 

$327,286.83 in our checking account f or a total of $2,329,509.56. 

Three of the four residents that graduated this past June successfully completed the ABOMS Qualifying Exam 

(formally known as the written exam) in their last year of residency. As resolved by the Board of Directors at a 

Zoom meeting earlier this year, these three residents were reimbursed for the cost of the exam. It is hoped that 

this will encourage our graduating residents to take the exam in their last year and be well on their way to Board 

Certification during their first year in practice. 

 

  

Eric  
  

Eric T. Geist, DDS, FACS 
JKOMSF  
Secretary/Treasurer  

Invested Funds 
(DiMeo Schneider)

$2,002,222.73 

Checking Account
(Progressive 

Bank) 
$327,286.83 

Total 
$2,329,509.56
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RESIDENCY PROGRAM NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

2022 Annual Resident Fishing Trip 
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    Congratulations to the LSU OMS Residents who finished this past June 2022 

 

 

  

2022 Graduating Chiefs: 

Samuel Clarot, DDS, MD – Private Practice, San Antonio, Texas 

Michael Hironaka, DDS, MD – Private Practice, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Zachary Scogin, DDS, MD – Private Practice, Monroe, Louisiana 

Travis Williams, DMD, MD – Private Practice, Tampa, Florida 
 

       Clarot,     Hironaka,  Scogin,             Williams, 
       Samuel     Michael  Zachary         Travis        
       DDS, MD                DDS, MD            DDS, MD       DMD, MD 
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  LSU School of Dentistry Post Grad Graduation 
  

Samuel Clarot 

Zachary Scogin 

Michael Hironaka 

Travis Williams 
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Outgoing chiefs at Prom Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prom Night Class of ‘2022 
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Dr. Jon Perenack presenting the Cosmetic             
Fellowship Certificate to Dr. Jonathan Michel   

 

Presentation of the Pearls 
Course gift certificates to the 

outgoing chiefs 

Presentation of 
the Atlas of Oral 

& Maxillofacial 
Surgery to 
Incoming 

Residents  
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2022 Categorical Interns: 

Amir Maki, DMD – Temple University 

David Vaughan, DDS – University of Minnesota 

Peter Wilkinson, DDS – University of Minnesota 

Joshua Heller, DMD – Harvard University 

 

  Maki,     Vaughan,       Wilkinson,   Heller, 
  Amir     David        Peter   Joshua 
  DMD     DDS        DDS   DMD 
 

2022 Non-Categorical Interns: 

William Chakar, DDS – University of Southern California 
Ali Khalifa, DMD – University of Montreal 

Faizan Motiwala, DMD  – University of Pennsylvania 
Gregory Polyakov, DDS – University of the Pacific 

Spencer Robinson, DMD – Dental College of Georgia at Augusta 
Long Zhang, DDS – University of Michigan 

 

  Chakar,       Khalifa,        Motiwala,   Polyakov,      Robinson           Zhang, 
  William      Ali         Faizan   Gregory      Spencer           Long 
  DDS       DMD        DMD   DDS       DMD           DDS    
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Beker,            Hyneman   Lee   Sahebi 
Jonathan     Daniel   Jacob   Mishaun 
DMD, MD     DDS, MD   DMD, MD     DDS, MD 
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            LEVELS OF GIVING 

DIAMOND  OVER  $100,000 

PLATINUM  $50,000 - $99,000 

GOLD   $25,000 – $49,000 

SILVER  $10,000 - $24,999  SIGNATURE ___________________________________ 

BRONZE  $5,000 - $9,999 

FRIENDS  LESS THAN $5,000 

 

 

MY GIFT __________________ IS ENCLOSED 

I PLEDGE TO DONATE _______________OVER_________YEAR(S) 

Mail to: 
2003 Forsyth Ave 
Monroe,  LA 71201 
Attn: Peggy Reynolds 
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