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Wes Emison, DDS, MD 
JKOMSF   President 

 

 

 

 

 

  Continued 
 

 
This academic year saw 
unprecedented support of our LSU 
OMS residents by JKOMSF 
precipitated by financial needs 
brought to our attention by Dr. Park 
as Interim Department Chair, 
focusing on the lack of a stipend 
while in medical school at the 
second-year level.  Residents at 
every level received support from 
JKOMSF this past academic year 
with case-by-case documentation 

of the need for a total of nearly 

$50,000 from the Foundation.  The 
Board voted to conditionally 
continue this level of support for 
the residents for another year and 
then reassess the program. 

 
The LSU OMS Department has 
been undergoing significant 
changes, with Drs. John Kent, III 
and Peter Park sharing the Interim 
Head position at LSUSD and 
UMCNO, respectively. Thanks to 
these two gentlemen for stepping 
up to the plate in a time of need. 
We, unfortunately, lost Dr. 
Christensen as his family moved 
on to allow his wife’s fellowship 
training, leaving a considerable 
void in our program. As well, The 
Big Man, Dr. Dale Misiek will be 
moving on to Tennessee leaving 
us after so many years and so 
much dedication to the Residency 
Training Program. Big shoes to fill, 
indeed! 

 

Rumor on the street is that Dr. 
Mark Welch is stepping back from 
his highly esteemed teaching 
position, but group denial by the 
residents may keep him on board 
with us a bit longer! 

     

Dr. Wes Emison encouraging the LSU OMS Residents the benefits of 
joining The Jack Kent OMS Foundation at the OMS Residents’ Graduation 
Dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the President  

 

Welcome to the Jack Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation’s 
Summer Newsletter. One might say it has been summer in full swing and it 
has been downright “Blessed Hot” which also reflects the pace of activities 
surrounding the Foundation, Department, and Residency Training Program. I 
must report that, despite considerable work on the part of Denise DeLany, 
Director of Grants for the LSU Health Foundation New Orleans, Dr. Jack Kent, 
Dr. Eric Geist, and myself, our Endowed Chair application for the 2022-2023 
fiscal year cycle was not funded by the LSU Board of Regents. The 
application scored well but came up just a bit short of the six applications that 
were funded. We will regroup soon and begin the process of reapplying with 
a strengthened proposal. 

The Board learned at our meeting during Pearls X, that the financial status of 
the Foundation remains strong, with Dr. Tony Indovina taking charge as our 
new Treasurer. Many thanks to Dr. Eric Geist for keeping the books in order 
since the inception of the Foundation. 

Pearls X was an educational success with excellent lectures by Drs. Deepak 
Krishnan, Back Le, Fred Lopez, and our own LSU OMS, Drs. Mike Block, 
Brian Christensen, and Hisham Hatoum. In terms of attendance and finances, 
lessons were learned relative to scheduling with competition from the 
Southeastern Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons, the American 
Academy of Craniomaxillofacial Surgeons, and Spring Break. A careful 
review of scheduling and the Pearls course format will be undertaken. 
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Rigo, Grace, Stephanie, Christian and Emma 

My dental journey began in San Vicente, El Salvador, where my 

parents, both dentists, were completing their compulsory dental service 

internship. I joined them not long after their wedding. However, due to 

the civil war and the threat of a communist revolution, my family 

decided to immigrate to the United States in 1980. Life in the US 

demanded hard work and sacrifice as my parents had to adapt to a new 

culture, learn the language, get accepted into dental school programs, 

and pass the dental boards. Despite the challenges, my love for 

education and passion for sports played crucial roles in shaping my 

path. Eventually, I realized my dream of becoming a dentist and 

pursued a fulfilling career in oral surgery. 

During my dental school journey, I had the privilege of interviewing 

with Dr. Norm Betz and Dean Dr. Ray Fonseca, who became my 

mentors. They guided me through my studies and provided valuable 

research opportunities, recognizing my determination to become an 

Oral Maxillofacial Surgeon from the start. In my junior year, Dr. 

Fonseca suggested an externship that led me to LSU (Louisiana State 

University), a perfect fit for my aspirations.  

 

After my honeymoon, I arrived in New Orleans to embark on an unforgettable experience filled with surgeries, learning, and 

camaraderie. The culture at LSU, which emphasized hard work, intelligence, and fun, shaped my residency years, making it my top 

choice for the program. 

Throughout my time at LSU, I had the privilege of learning from extraordinary individuals who left a lasting impact on my career. Drs. 

Kent, Block, Misiek, Akin, Wood, O'Brien, Stover, Tucker, Teenier, Indovina, Spagnoli, and others provided invaluable lessons that I 

carry with me daily. The fellow residents also made my 6 years at LSU enjoyable and exciting. Their mentorship and friendship helped 

shape both my professional and personal growth. 

Upon completing my residency, I entered private practice in Winter Haven, Florida, where I developed a successful career and became 

an active member of the community. My supportive wife, Stephanie, and our three wonderful children, Christian, Emma, and Grace are 

the center of my world, and I strive to instill the values I learned during my journey in them. 

My dental journey from El Salvador to LSU and beyond has been filled with challenges, unwavering support, and invaluable lessons. 

The guidance of my mentors at LSU, the camaraderie with my fellow residents, and the wisdom of experienced Oral and Maxillofacial 

Surgeons have all contributed significantly to my growth and success. I am profoundly grateful for the gift of this profession and the 

profound impact it allows me to make in the lives of others. As I continue my career, I carry with me the valuable advice and lessons 

imparted by those who have shaped my path. 

 

Rigo, we are all proud of the successes of you and your family from El Salvador through LSU OMS to Winter 

Haven.  We thank you for being Vice President of JKOMSF.  We look forward to seeing you and Stephanie in 

New Orleans when coming to visit your daughter Grace at Tulane U.  Best of luck to daughter Emma with the 

dental school application.  Jack  

LSU OMS Alumni Profile 

 

Rigoberto Cornejo, DMD, MD ‘2000 
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Biography  

 

Dr. James was born and raised in the quaint West Texas town of Plainview, 

where his journey began. He graduated from Texas A&M University with a 

degree in Chemistry and a minor in Mathematics. His academic pursuits led 

him to attain a Doctorate in Dental Surgery (DDS) from the University of 

Texas Dental Branch. Simultaneously, he delved into the realm of Physics, 

pursuing a Master's degree at the University of Houston. 

Midway through his Physics journey, Dr. James was accepted into the 

Louisiana State University (LSU) Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery program 

in New Orleans. He matriculated into the LSU Medical School, earning a 

Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree. While at LSU, he earned a Certificate in 

General Surgery for completing an internship and completed the six-year 

residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery culminating in a Certificate in 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.   

Dr. James continued his education at the University of Oklahoma under the 

mentorship of Dr. Kevin Smith where he completed a fellowship and 

obtained a Certificate in Cleft and Craniofacial Surgery. He also trained at 

the Arnold Palmer Children’s Hospital in Orlando under Dr. Ramon Ruiz to 

expand his expertise to include cranial vault and front-orbital reconstruction 

for craniofacial dysmorphologies. Dr. James also trained under Dr Erik 

Nuveen at Cosmetic Surgery Affiliates furthering his competency as a facial 

cosmetic surgeon. Most recently, Dr. James graduated top of his class at the 

Hull College of Business and earned a Master in Business Administration 

(MBA). 

In the professional arena, Dr. James embarked on his journey as an associate 

at Oral Surgery Services in New Orleans, guided by the expertise of Drs. 

Demarcus Smith, Pete Walters, and Mike Ferguson. This chapter saw him not only practicing Facial Cosmetic Surgery, Cleft and 

Craniofacial Surgery, and Oral Surgery but also holding academic appointments as a Clinical Assistant Professor at LSU’s Oral and 

Maxillofacial Surgery department and a Clinical Instructor at Tulane University’s Otolaryngology Department. 

A new chapter unfolded as Dr. James dedicated his efforts to academic dentistry and medicine. He was recruited to spearhead the Oral 

and Maxillofacial Surgery residency program at the Medical and Dental College of Georgia. His multifaceted role included being an 

Associate Professor in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the Dental College of Georgia (DCG) and General Surgery 

at the Medical College of Georgia. His responsibilities extended to various leadership roles, including overseeing Advanced Education 

in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, directing Undergraduate Studies in the field, managing the Cleft and Craniofacial Clinic at DCG, 

and serving as Assistant Medical Director of the Augusta University Ambulatory Surgery Center. His journey within the academic 

domain culminated in him being appointed as Interim Chairman and Department Head within the Georgia University system. 

Evidencing his commitment to his craft, Dr. James achieved dual board certification in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and Facial 

Cosmetic Surgery. He remains actively involved in the American Board of Facial Cosmetic Surgery as a Board Examiner. He's a 

distinguished Fellow of The American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons, The American College of Surgeons, and the 

American Academy of Cosmetic Surgeons. His affiliations span across prominent medical and dental associations, including the 

American Cleft Palate – Craniofacial Association, American Academy of Cosmetic Surgeons, American College of Surgeons, American 

Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons, American Medical Association, and the American Dental Association. Dr. James 

proudly served his country for a decade in the United States Air Force Reserves as a staff surgeon for the Air Force and Army 

Maxillofacial Surgery Training Program. 

Outside of work, Dr. James has become fond of traveling and camping with his wife, Aimee, and twin children all over the country in 

an RV. As a requisite, his second favorite hobby is repairing the RV. Dr. James also enjoys hunting, fishing, and being outdoors when 

time allows. 

 

 

Welcome Home Jeff.  Your coming represents a resurgence of excellence for LSU OMS.  Your Clinical and 

Educational success over the past few years is remarkable.  It has been 50 years since our LSU OMS Chair 

has had experience in both Undergraduate and Postgraduate teaching experiences.  Our faculty and alumni 

are all at your disposal.  Congratulations.   Jack 

  

Jeffrey N. James 
MD, DDS, MBA, FACS, FAACS 

OMS Chairman 

Chairman’s Corner  
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The Department is currently acquiring the 

services of Frank Harman, DDS at the school 

and Wes Emison, DDS, MD at UMC Hospital 

 

Dr. Mark Welch will be retiring (again). 

 

Look for their Bios, dedication, and 

appreciation in the December/January 

JKOMSF Newsletter! 
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Joseph “Joe” John Dusek, age 
73, of Houston, Texas passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday, 
June 7, 2023, surrounded by 
family. Born in Austin, Texas, he 
was the son of Joseph and Agnes 
Dusek. He graduated from the 
University of Texas in 1971, 
where he met his future wife, Kay 
Knigge. Joe and Kay were 
married in 1972 and would later 
have three children: Dustin, 
Colin, and Darcie. Joe would go 
on to graduate from the 
University of Texas Dental 
Branch at Houston in 1975 and 
complete his oral surgery training 
at Louisiana State University in 
New Orleans in 1978. He then 
joined Oral Surgery Associates in 
Webster, Texas, where he 
enjoyed a successful career until 
his retirement in 2016. Following 
his retirement, Joe continued to 
work as a volunteer for the San 
Jose Clinic in Houston. 

Joe was a family man, Christian, doctor, gardener, automobile and motorcycle enthusiast, philanthropist, and traveler, 
among many other things. He had a strong moral compass and an abundance of love, and that is what we who know him 
will miss the most. This love, grounded in faith, family, and friends, helped Joe make decisions and act in a way that 
benefited others and strengthened the community around him. In a world that is too callous, too selfish, and too busy, Joe 
gave his time, talent, and treasure to whoever needed it most and shared his humor and joy with loved ones. He is dearly 
missed, and we who knew him hope to honor his life and memory by acting with the same love, compassion, and devotion 
that he showed to all of us. 

Joe is survived by his wife Kay, sister and husband Ann and Richard Belgrado; two sons and their wives Dustin and Ashley 
Dusek, and Colin and Stephanie Nelson-Dusek; daughter and husband Darcie and Chris Lesinski; and five grandchildren, 
Lucas and Blake Dusek, Thea and Lizzie Nelson-Dusek, and Lucy Lesinski. 

Those wishing to make donations in Joe’s memory are asked to send their donations to MD Anderson Cancer Center or 
San Jose Clinic. 

 

https://obituaries.neptunesociety.com/obituaries/league-city-tx/joseph-dusek-11325658 

 

Joe Dusek, DDS was a number one graduate from the University of Texas Dental School.  We knew each 

other at U T as he was a freshman, and I was in my last year as a teacher of OMS.  I was so pleased to 

see Joe as an applicant to LSU OMS in 1974.  That class of five graduating from LSU OMS in 1978 - Joe 

Dusek, Grady Hornsby, Bruce Lowe, Harry Morris, and Raph Ryser were outstanding.  Joe and I often 

talked about the advancements of OMS and how we could contribute.  Joe did everything in OMS as a 

practitioner and educator.  I was so proud to know Joe and wife Kay all these years.   Jack 

 

  

REMEMBERANCE 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobituaries.neptunesociety.com%2Fobituaries%2Fleague-city-tx%2Fjoseph-dusek-11325658&data=05%7C01%7Cmjaco2%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cb0a0fc6146b9457a172f08db9aad2550%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C638273840667261130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TfbDHyhIFdbSbVjpOkqrv8tesvNWS%2FBJrNFlERJH%2Bes%3D&reserved=0
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OMS News Bits 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Faculty who received a 

“50th Years of Service 

Award 

Dr. Michael Obrien – Not in attendance 

 

Dr. Jack Kent Dr. Edward Massett 

Dr. David Blythe 

Dr. Ronald Marks – Not in attendance 
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OMS News Bits (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Hearn “2004” 

went Elk hunting in Texas in January. 

  

Karl E. Lind - Graduate of LSU OMS Residency 1974  

Retired from practice in Salt Lake City, Utah and Elko, Nevada December 2015. I proudly 

claim to be the oldest resident Dr. Jack Kent trained at LSU, one year older than the 

chief himself. I continue to claim that honor until unseated by an older challenger which 

has yet to come forth. While only at LSU for my fourth year as a senior resident, I 

continue to proudly claim the glory of being an LSU alum. Dr. Kent was one of the finest 

surgeons with whom I had the privilege of training. I had previously been with outstanding 

practitioners at UCSF San Francisco General, UCLA Harbor General, and the University 

of Utah School of Medicine. The national reputation of the LSU program commenced with 

Jack's arrival in the summer of 1973 and continued to build to its top ranking in the 1980's 

& 90's. Jack was a gifted teacher and quickly became a person of great influence in the 

medical community. I attribute the success of my personal career to the excellent training 

and brotherhood felt in the Jack Kent era. 
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“WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS MY FRIENDS  

AND WE’LL KEEP ON FIGHTING TILL THE END”  

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS! 
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Residency News 

Congratulations to the LSU OMS Residents who finished this past June 2023 

 

  

2023 Graduating Chiefs: 

Jonathan Becker – Private Practice in Indianapolis, Indiana 

Daniel Hyneman – Private Practice in Metairie, Louisiana 

Jacob Lee – Private Practice in Atlanta, Georgia 

Mishaun Sahebi – Private Practice in Portland, Oregon 
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Fishing Trip - 2023 
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Prom Night Class of ‘2023 

 

  

Pearls 

Gift 

Certificates 
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Dr. Jon Perenack presenting the Cosmetic             

Fellowship Certificate to Dr. Andrew Dullnig   

Presentation of the OMS 

Residency Certificates to the 

outgoing chiefs     
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KLS Martin Spectra 

Gifts to outgoing 

Chiefs 
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Presentation of the 

Atlas of Oral & 

Maxillofacial Surgery 

Books to Incoming 

Residents 
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2023 Non-Categorical Interns: 

Edris Asfour: New York University 

Sudhin Krishnan: Midwestern University 

Adnan Omran: Tufts University 

Carlos Perez: New York University 

Gregory Polyakov: University of the Pacific 

Tyler Studt: Arizona 

 

2023 Categorical Interns: 

Jacob Lensing – University of Iowa School of Dentistry 

Dylan Mire – Louisiana State University School of Dentistry 

Cameron Pharr – Harvard University School of Dental Medicine 

Spencer Willis – Louisiana State University School of Dentistry 
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Update on JKOMSF's financial growth 

 
This will be my last official report as your Secretary/Treasurer as Tony Indovina is your new Secretary/Treasurer. It has been an honor 
to have served in this capacity since the inception of our foundation.  It was also extremely gratifying to witness first-hand the generosity 
and commitment of our alumni. We set a high bar in terms of anticipated donations, and frankly, I was skeptical at first, having been 
involved in fundraising on many different levels over my career. That skepticism has been completely dispelled as we not only met our 
goal, we exceeded the goal and have established JKOMSF as a strong and purposeful entity that is highly regarded throughout the 
entire Medical Center. I am confident that within a year or so we will receive matching funds for a second Endowed Chair in Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery, this one in the name of Dr. Kent and this Foundation. Our specialty and our training program continue to face 
significant challenges on multiple fronts, yet we have remained resilient through savvy political action, innovation, well-trained and 
competent surgeons, and excellent residents that become excellent surgeons and good citizens. 

 

I am thankful and consider myself very fortunate to have trained alongside outstanding residents and faculty at LSU. The continued 
growth of the JKOMSF will undoubtedly contribute greatly to our present and future residents enjoying similar success.  

 

Best Regards, 

Eric T Geist DDS FACS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric T. Geist, DDS, 

FACS JKOMSF  

Secretary/Treasurer  

Investment Account

$1,456,657.75

Checking 
Account

$214,388.65 

Total 

$1,671,046.40
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IRA Charitable Rollover is Now Permanent 

Make a Tax-efficient gift to JKOMSF from your IRA! 

 

Individuals aged 701/2 or older can make gifts of up to $100,000 directly from their IRA accounts to one or more qualified 

charities without paying federal income tax on the withdrawal. If you wish to make a gift or fulfill an existing pledge to the 

JKOMSF, consider making a Qualified Charitable Distribution. 

 

Here are the specifics: 

 Donors must be 70 ½ or older when the gift is made. 

 Donors must request a direct funds transfer to a qualified public charity. It is important not to withdraw funds 

before making a gift. 

 Gifts cannot be used to fund a gift annuity or charitable remainder trust. 

 Each donor may give up to $100,000 per year. 

 Gifts can be used to satisfy the donor’s required minimum distribution. 

 Donors who choose to exclude the distribution from income on their federal tax returns will not receive a charitable 

income tax deduction. 

 

Please call your tax advisor for professional advice. The JKOMS Foundation does provide legal or tax advice. Please consult 

your professional tax advisor about the best way to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Your JKOMSF Board of Directors 
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