
1 | P a g e  
 

-
  

JKOMSF and LSU OMS AA Newsletter                  Summer Issue August 29, 2025  

GREETINGS! 
 DIGITAL NEWSLETTER   
  
 

UPCOMING 
OMS REVIEW COURSE 2025 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your Source 
for What’s 

Next 
The latest OMFS news 

inside this issue: 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Have you registered? 

 
Book on the JKOMSF website: 

 

 

 

    

    

   

   

    

AND 

LSU OMS 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

JKOMSF AND LSU OMS AA NEWSLETTER                            SUMMER                                        ISSUE DATE: AUGUST 29, 2025 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Summer 2025 Edition of the Jack 
Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation 
(JKOMSF) and LSU Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Alumni Association (LSUOMSAA) Digital 
Newsletter, a publication made possible by the 
unrelenting editorial efforts of none other than our 
Editor, Dr. John Norman Kent, pictured above. 

As President of JKOMSF, I am pleased to report to 
you that the Foundation continues to successfully 
pursue our mission to “...support and strengthen 
LSU OMS departmental education, research and 
service missions of the Postdoctoral Program...” 
The general financial health of the Foundation is 
excellent, as you will see in the Treasurer’s Report 
by Dr. Tony Indovina. 

The development process for a nonprofit like ours is 
dependent on strategic planning, fundraising, and 
building relationships to secure the resources 
needed to fulfill its mission. We have been 
particularly fortunate in the past few months to 
receive major donations and pledges from our 
alumni, including Dr. David Bulot (2011), Dr. Rigo 
Cornejo (2000), and Dr. Bryan Saario (1970). Of 
course, these three donations represent different 
avenues of donation with Dr. Bulot’s further 
fulfillment of his pledge, Dr. Cornejo’s second 
pledge (which is larger than his first) following 
fulfillment of his first pledge, and Dr. Saario’s legacy 
donation, which is currently being structured. Dr. 
Saario’s legacy donation will be our second, 
following that of Dr. Jack Kent. 

Following extensive review and refinement, our 
third submission of the Jack Kent Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation Chair in 
Maxillofacial Trauma and Reconstruction Proposal 
to the Louisiana Board of Regents was completed 
in January.  

The Proposal support of a Chairholder with a 
concentration in Maxillofacial Trauma and 
Reconstruction, seeks Louisiana Education Quality 
Support Matching funds for $400,000 to match our 
$600,000 submitted Endowment funds placed in a trust 
with the LSU BOR.  A decision by the LSU BOR has been 
deferred pending the outcome of a lawsuit filed by three 
Louisiana citizens concerning an amendment to the 
State Constitution.  Additionally, Louisiana colleges and 
universities, including the LSU System, have been 

  

 

 

 

 

grappling with potential budget shortfalls and 
reductions in state funding.  The possibility of a 
significant sales tax expiration added to the 
uncertainty. Should these budget concerns translate 
into significant funding cuts, programs relying on 
state matching funds, such as endowed chairs and 
professorships, might be negatively impacted. 
The Board of Regents Support Fund (BoRSF) 
plays a crucial role in providing matching funds 
for these endowments. The potential for repealing 
the BoRSF has been raised, which would directly 
impact the ability of institutions to secure state 
matching funds for endowments, such as eminent 
scholar chairs. Despite the challenges, the Louisiana 
Board of Regents continues advocating for increased 
funding for higher education during the 
legislative process. The $600,000 JKOMSF 
Endowment funds remain in a trust and continue to 
accrue interest, which is then reinvested in the trust 
pending further budgetary decisions by the LSU 
BOR. 

Earlier this year, the JKOMSF Board of Directors 
followed through with a donation to the LSU 
Neurosurgery Department’s Resident Fund in the 
name of Dr. David Kline for $25,000. The donation 
check was presented by Dr. Jeff James to Dr. Frank 
Culicchia, David G. Kline Professor and Head of the 
LSU Department of Neurosurgery, in affirmation of the 
favorable working relationship with the LSU 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. On a 
more personal note, Dr. Kent and Dr. Kline were close 
friends for over 45 years, and Dr. Kline enthusiastically 
supported my return to the LSU School of Medicine to 
become the first dual-degreed oral and maxillofacial 
surgeon in Louisiana. 

In an effort to establish and maintain the LSU Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery (LSU OMFS) residency 
program as THE training program in the United 
States, the issue of what is perceived as a heavy 
debt burden by applicants to our program is being 
evaluated and discussed by the JKOMSF Board.  

Dr. James believes this debt is now seen as an 
adversity by applicants to the LSU OMFS 6-year 
MD track due to a lack of stipend while in medical 
school, further adding to their educational debt. 
Various solutions are being entertained with the 
thought of increasing the attractiveness of our 
program if the medical school part of the program 
is somehow covered. An early attempt to defray 
some of the cost of medical school, which included 
two years where each resident was gifted $2,000 
by the Foundation, has been discontinued on 
further consideration. Scenarios that may be 
further evaluated include loans from the 
Foundation with an income-based repayment plan, 
lower or waived tuition fees for Louisiana residents 
with the assumption that they will remain in 
Louisiana, and the possibility of proration of 
medical school tuition charges. LSU School of 
Medicine tuition for Louisiana residents is  
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$32,936.95 per year, and for non-residents, it is 
$61,114.29. The Board has tasked Dr. James with 
gathering additional information and exploring 
options. 

On the evening of June 28, I witnessed the 
culmination of six years of training for three of our 
residents as Michael Certa, DDS, MD, Tiffany Han, 
DDS, MD, and Chris Kim, DDS, MD, were honored 
at Grad Night. Dr. Certa will be heading to private 
practice in the Lexington, Kentucky area once Dr. 
Karah McDaniel completes her final year. Dr. Han 
is off to Taiwan for a microvascular reconstructive 
fellowship, and Dr. Kim will be in private practice 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Additionally, we welcomed 
Drs. Noah Goldberg, Tyler Lyons, Joseph Rahimi, 
and Jarrod Vercher as first-year residents on the 
6-year MD track, and Drs. Emily Miller and Adnan 
Omran are on the 4-year, single degree track. 

Continuing in the vein of education, the 51st 
Annual Comprehensive Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery Review Course Didactic Review with Case 
Format Lectures was held November 1 - 6, 2024, 
at University Medical Center New Orleans. The 
change of venue from local hotels to the hospital 
Conference Center proved to be a financially 
advantageous move, resulting in lower overhead 
costs and substantially greater profitability. 
Additionally, Dr. James instituted increased fees 
for attendees and exhibitors, focused 
advertisement strategies, and eliminated flash 
drives, which were replaced by downloadable 
handouts accessed through the JKOMSF website, 
as well as lower food and beverage charges, all of 
which contributed to the increase in profits. Our 
next Review Course is scheduled for November 6-
11, 2025, and will be held once again at UMCNO. 

On Saturday, May 3, 2025, Pearls XII was also held 
at UMC, this year in conjunction with the New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival. The course was 
focused on full-arch dental implant reconstruction 
and enjoyed an excellent turnout. This coming 
spring, Pearls XIII will continue the theme of full-
arch dental implant reconstruction, incorporating 
cadaver lab exercises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, I would like to recognize the current 
Board Members of JKOMSF for their dedication to 
our Foundation: 

Teresa G. Biggerstaff, DDS, MD, Member; Brian 
B. Farrell, DDS, MD, Member; Eric T. Geist, DDS, 
FACS, Member; Arshad Kaleem, DMD, MD, 
Member; Dale J. Misiek, DMD, Member; John P. 
Neary, MD, DDS, FACS, Member; Daniel 
Spagnoli, DDS, PhD, Member; Herb D. Stith, 
DDS, Member; J. Steven Widner, DDS, Member; 
Jack Kent, DDS, FACD, FICD, Ex Officio; Jeffrey 
N. James, MD, DDS, MBA, FAACS, FACS, Ex 
Officio 

Our Executive Committee consists of Steven 
Nelson, DDS, MD, Secretary; Anthony Indovina, 
DDS, Treasurer; Christopher Haggerty, DDS, 
MD, Vice President; and John Wesley (Wes) 
Emison, MD, DDS, President. 

The Executive Committee is preparing to 
undertake the task of a 5-year Strategic Plan for the 
Foundation to chart a course consistent with the 
Mission Statement and Dr. Kent’s vision for the 
future of LSU Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. 

Finally, Dr. Tooley Towns recently resigned from 
the Board of Directors. I would like to personally 
thank Dr. Towns for 35 years of dedicated 
teaching and leadership in the LSU Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery Residency Training 
Program at Earl K. Long Hospital in Baton Rouge 
and his ten years of service as President of the 
Jack Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Foundation.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Wes Emison 
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   Teresa Biggerstaff, DDS, MD  (2007) 

      Alumnus of the Year, JKOMS Foundation and LSU OMS 

            Alumni Association 
 

 

 

I feel I should be presenting this award to one of my esteemed 
colleagues rather than receiving it. Notwithstanding, I am 
extremely honored to be named Alumnus of the Year by Dr. 
Kent.  LSU OMS residency has played such a large part in my 
life, but how did a girl from a small town in Washington state 
end up at LSU in New Orleans? 

I was born in Everett, Washington, but most of my growing up 
took place in Sunnyside, Washington.  Sunnyside is in the “wine 
country” of Washington.  My front yard was a corn field some 
years, and other years it was alfalfa.  My closest neighbor was 
too far away to help when my brother and I set our field on fire 
with a poorly timed toss of a jumping-jack firework.  I’m the 4th 
of 5 kids.  On each side of me were my brothers.  One older and 
one younger.  I did everything my brothers did.  I rode dirt bikes, 
shot guns, rode four-wheelers, went backpacking with my dad 
and the boys, built remote-controlled cars, played with 
fireworks, blew things up, and built things in my dad’s wood 
shop.  I liked building things with my brother’s Erector set, and 
I was always the one in the house who could figure out how to 
get new electronics in the house to work; getting the VCR 

connected to the new TV or whatever new gadget we happened to get for Christmas. 

I fell in love with basketball in 4th grade.  I even had the original red, black, and white Air Jordan 
shoes, and from 5th grade on, my life was filled with basketball.  At recess/lunch, I would play ball 
with the boys on the blacktop court.  You didn’t see any of the girls playing sports during recess or 
wearing Air Jordans.  I was also the only girl in the gifted program at my elementary school.  I didn’t 
think any of that was weird.  I just did what the boys did at school, the same as I did at home.   

My only visits to the doctor as I grew up were related to the occasional ankle sprain from basketball.  
My dad was a CRNA, but I had no idea what that meant.  I just knew he was gone a lot, worked at 
the hospital, and he knew my orthopedic surgeon and all of the other surgeons in town as well.  My 
orthopedic surgeon had a pretty cool job.  He fixed broken bones using drills, plates, and screws.  
He and my dad invited me to visit the operating room for the first time when I was about 14 years 
old.  There was a lot less red tape at hospitals back then…  I scrubbed in and “assisted” with a hip 
replacement, while my dad did the anesthesia.  Dr. Shiels changed my life that day. From that day 
forward, I knew I was going to be an orthopedic surgeon.  

My dad was encouraging, but my mom just wanted me to go to college to get married and have kids.  
As a kid, nobody ever told me that orthopedics was a male-dominated medical specialty, and 
nobody discouraged me from pursuing it (except my mom, but that was because she just wanted 
grandbabies).  My dad and a couple of orthopedic surgeons in my town were my first mentors in 
medicine, and they couldn’t have been more thrilled that I had a desire to be a surgeon. 

As the Valedictorian at my high school, I was awarded many scholarships and opportunities to 
attend college at no cost, but my parents wanted me to attend the same college that my siblings 
were attending.  So, I attended Brigham Young University for undergrad.  

I majored in Molecular Biology and received an outstanding education there.  Being at BYU, such 
a family-oriented institution, made me think about one day having my own family.  To that point, 
I was ok with never getting married and never having kids because I was going to be a bad-ass 
orthopedic surgeon.  When I went home from college for breaks and holidays and shadowed the 
“ortho bros” that I knew, I started to realize how much time they both spent away from their families 
and at the hospital dealing with emergencies.  It was in college that I started to explore other options 
for surgical careers where I could still fix things with power tools. That’s how I arrived at oral  
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surgery as my pursuit.  It was the perfect mix of power tool-type surgery, anesthesia (dad influence), 
and cosmetic surgery—AND a great lifestyle…I could still do this AND have a family.  It was the pre-
med and pre-dent counselor at BYU who was the first (and the last) to tell me that I would never get 
into medical or dental school (presumably because I was a girl at BYU??).  I didn’t let that deter me 
from becoming a bad-ass oral surgeon. 

I must have been considered a unicorn when I was applying to dental school because I was a female 
from BYU.  Don’t get me wrong, I had the good grades, good DAT, and checked all of the boxes, but I 
kind of started to realize this on the interview trail based on some of the questions I was getting.  I 
ended up at UCSF for dental school.  I didn’t really realize what a big deal that was until after I arrived 
and learned that only four students there were non-residents (of California), and I was one of them.  
The other non-California residents were from the Ivies.  UCSF provided a fantastic dental education, 
and UCSF also taught me the difference between a southern OMS residency program and a residency 
program at a research institution. I thought it was normal for the dental students and residents to do 
a lot of watching and not a lot of doing.  I remember I was trying to decide where to go for my oral 
surgery externships, and the chairman at UCSF, Dr. Tony Pogrel, suggested LSU in New Orleans.  My 
first thought was “really?? Louisiana??”  But then we had a visit to the oral surgery grand rounds by a 
surgeon from Louisiana.  His name was Dr. Mike Block, and his lecture made an impression on me.  
So, I decided to check out LSU New Orleans for one of my externships.  All I can say is, my mind was 
blown.  I did more in one month as an extern at LSU than the interns did in a year at UCSF.  The 
residents at LSU welcomed me, showed me the city, taught me how to perform surgery, and showed 
me what a family LSU OMS is.  I was invited to their homes for jambalaya, invited to birthday 
celebrations in the Quarter, and invited to wire jaws in the accident room and treat gunshot wounds 
to the face in the OR.  For that month, I was one of them, even if I didn’t live in the call room at Charity 
and stayed instead over at the “Hotel Tulane” as Baughman called it.  I didn’t know the externs lived 
in the call room, so I had arranged some short-term housing across the street from Charity over at 
Tulane.   

There was a glitch in my home life (let’s say I got married too young the first time) that nearly 
prevented me from completing the match process for oral surgery residency.  I had withdrawn my 
application after interviewing with a few programs, thinking my withdrawal would solve the issue.  It 
didn’t, and fortunately, I figured that out before it was too late.  I think it was over Christmas break 
that I called Dr. Kent and asked if he would still consider my application even after it had been 
withdrawn… and the rest is history.  I don’t think I realized that I would be only the fifth female to be 
an LSU resident until after I started there.  It wasn’t a big deal to anyone — I was just like all the other 
guys when it came to the training and how I was treated, as it should be.  My 6 years at LSU passed in 
a flash, but every time I return to New Orleans, it feels like I’m back home.  And when I see the guys I 
trained with, it’s like seeing my family, my brothers. 
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During my med school years, I married an “ortho bro” resident from Tulane who swooned when he 
saw me wiring jaws on inmates in the accident room.  We lived in a shotgun single in the Garden 
District.  We had two dogs, a plastic surgery resident, and his pug living in our little house.  We had 
no insulation in our 100-year-old house, and our A/C struggled to keep the temperature below 85 
degrees in the summer.  We installed insulation, painted the outside of the house, worked on the 
small yard, and made that house our home.  Until Hurricane Katrina hit.  We were fortunate to live 
close to the river, so we didn’t end up with 8 feet of water in our home, but we lost our two dogs 
temporarily (long story, but Best Friends Animal Society rescued them, and we got them back!), and 
we never lived in that house again. 

Hurricane Katrina resulted in my staying at the Charlotte rotation for an extra three months (I got to 
have July and December with Myron Tucker and Brian Farrell on jaw surgery in July and December). 
As a result, Scott ended up finishing his orthopedic residency in Charlotte.  We loved NC, so we 
returned after Scott completed his foot and ankle fellowship and I finished my residency.  I did a 
cosmetic fellowship in NC and then joined a private practice in Winston-Salem.  After 4 years there, 
I decided to build my own practice in Kernersville, NC.  I now have two offices, and we have three 
oral surgeons in the practice.  I continue to practice fairly full scope oral surgery.  I don’t do TMJ 
surgery, but I still do orthognathic surgery, lots of bone grafting and dental implants, wisdom teeth, 
and facial cosmetic surgery.  I also built a medical spa adjacent to my surgical practice, where I have 
a nurse practitioner and a medical aesthetician as clinicians.  I currently serve as the VP of the NC 
State OMS society, and I’m on the executive board of the Southeastern Society of OMS.  I also serve 
as a mentor in the Osteoscience Clinical Observership program and host a resident for a few weeks 
each year.  Dr. Myron Tucker encouraged me to start lecturing, and now I lecture internationally on 
how nutrition influences healing after oral and maxillofacial surgery.  I enjoy helping with our LSU 
OMS Alumni Association and the Jack Kent OMS Foundation, and I appreciate all of our alumni who 
participate and contribute to these organizations, which aim to keep the LSU OMS spirit alive.  

I’m incredibly proud of the practice and medical spa I built, but nothing makes me prouder than 
being the mom of two smart, driven, talented, and beautiful daughters.  Yes, my mom finally got her 
grandbabies from me!!  She cried both times that I told her I was pregnant, always thinking I would 
never have kids….I’m always behind on signing my charts because my time, after seeing patients, is 
spent supporting my kids in their sports and other endeavors.  The training I received in the LSU 
OMS program has given me the opportunity to have my 
dream job and also to have my dream home life.  I have a 
lot of great help at home and at the office, which enables 
me to do it all.  I’m grateful to all the mentors, attendings, 
and upper-level residents who helped me navigate those 
grueling years of training that have put me where I am 
today.  All of them were men, and they ALL made me feel 
like I could do anything they could do.  I’ll always be 
thankful and proud to have trained in the best oral 
surgery program in the country.  One of the best full-
circle stories I can tell is when I was rotating on 
orthopedics during my general surgery intern year (4th 
year), I was called to the accident room to reduce a wrist 
fracture.  I was wearing my oral and maxillofacial surgery 
embroidered white coat and my UCSF School of 
Dentistry sweatshirt when the patient asked me, “Do you 
know how to do this?” and of course I said, yes (after 
calling my ortho bro husband and asking him how to do 
it!!)                                                          

                                                                                                                                                              Family 
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Bryan Saario, DDS  (1970) 

Everyone, with the prompting of Dr. Kent, I was 
encouraged to write an autobiography, which, covering 
85 years on the planet, strikes me much like writing my 
obituary. 

But be that as it may, I was born as a late Depression-
era baby on January 27, 1940, in Astoria, Oregon, 
America’s oldest town west of the Rockies. In the mid-
1950s, fur fashion and affordability were on the decline 
in Astoria. My father then moved his business and 
family to Fairbanks, Alaska. Arriving on a day when the 
temperature was 62 degrees below zero, I quickly 
petitioned my parents to attend Seattle Prep School for 
boys and live with my grandparents. From there, I 
matriculated to the University of Oregon, then to Seattle 
U, thence St Louis University School of Dentistry, 
where, inspired by Bruno Kwapis, I matriculated to the 
University of Oregon for an Oral Surgery Internship, 
and finally to LSU/Charity Hospital for Oral Surgery 
Residency training, finishing up in July 1970! 

Along the way, I married Cathryn Aull and became a 
father to Lara Louise, born in 1966, and Ross Davin, 
born at Touro Infirmary in April 1970. Deciding to 
return to Alaska, I drove 4,300 long miles to Anchorage 
to set up practice, hunt, fish, and raise my family. Alaska 
proved to be a dynamic location for an oral and 
maxillofacial surgeon, as its outdoor culture attracted 
men who enjoyed indulging in activities such as flying, 
snowmachining, and imbibing while engaging in 
activities like piloting, driving, or fighting. 

I took great pleasure in applying the skills I had learned 
at Charity to reconstruct orbits, Zygomas, Tri-Malar 
Complexes, Le Forte fractures, and, of course, 
Mandibles. One notable case involved an airplane 
mechanic who had taken off with a Texas-trained OMF 
Surgeon’s plane without permission, crash-landing, 
killing two members of his family, and sustaining Class 
III LeForte fractures. Following five hours of 
reconstructing the Maxilla, I was gratified to hear from 
the impressed EENT Surgeon who assisted me, “Bryan, 
that was a most beautiful case you just performed” – 
Yay, Charity-LSU Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery. 

 

My experience with orthognathic surgery was minimal 
at Charity from 1969 to 1970. I believe I performed just 
3 of these categories of surgery then. When an 
Orthodontist from Fairbanks referred a patient with 
Maxillary Hypoplasia, Mandibular Prognathia, and 
Apertognathia, I called Jim Hooley, Chairman of OMF 
Surgery at the University of Washington (UW). Jim 
readily referred me to Roger West, whom I had known 
as a Dental Student at the University of Oregon, a 
protégé of OMFS Wilbur Van Zile. Roger was well-
versed after spending time with Paul Tessier and Hugo 
Obwegeser. I became a student of Roger, and in an 
informal fellowship that followed, I brought patients 
down to UDUB and followed the protocol of "see one, do 
one, teach one." Learning how to perform Double Jaw 
Surgery, I conducted my first orthognathic surgeries in 
Alaska to correct facial, stomatognathic, and 
articulation functions of mastication, deglutition, and 
articulation. 

Then, one day in the early 1970s, “cousin” Doris Saario 
came into my office with a newspaper article about 
Linkow’s dental implants. She talked me into placing a 
blade into her posterior mandible, and we discarded her 
partial denture appliance. Thus, I became an 
Implantologist. Despite the disdain from some of my 
fellow OMF Surgeons, I experienced a sense of 
gratification in restoring near-normal masticatory 
function, as contrasted to the unfulfilling outcome of 
performing exodontia that our specialty was founded 
upon. From there, I went on to perform Ramus Frame 
Endosteal Implant, Subperiosteal Implant, Mandibular 
Staple Implant, and Branemark Implant Surgical 
Reconstruction. Branemark’s bone fixtures to provide 
support for fixed Maxillary prostheses often require 
performing Sinus Lift Surgery with autogenous bone 
marrow fill and use of Phil Boyne autogenous bone trays 
for alveolar ridge augmentation. For alveolar ridge 
restoration of the atrophic posterior mandible, I utilized 
lingual bone stents of lyophilized bone augmented with 
autogenous Iliac crest bone. In the unusual case of 
normal Mandibular vertical height with superior 
Mandibular Nerve position, an osteotomy of the buccal 
cortical plate was performed with retraction of the 
Mandibular Nerve and placement of endosteal  
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implants, free from impingement upon the nerve. 
Implant surgery became a fulfilling part of my practice 
because of the restorative role I could play in helping 
patients regain satisfactory masticatory function and a 
sense of normalcy. 

My life has been a roller coaster of mood maladies 
alternating from highs with surgical accomplishment to 
lows from abandonment by an erstwhile partner, 
accentuated by mid-life crises in which I took up 
mountain climbing (once to the top of Denali), to sailing 
the Pacific. Although I have ludicrously hung my self-
worth on my surgical accomplishments, it is really my 
grandchildren, Amelie and Ethan, and my children, 
Lara, Ross, and Alisa, who have been my reason for 
being on this planet and are my ultimate joy. I concluded 
my career with an association with Dr. Vince Lagattuta, 
matriculating from the College of Medicine & Health 
Sciences in St. Lucia with the intent of pursuing a 
fellowship in craniofacial surgery, ultimately opting for 
retirement at the age of 60. 

 

 

Besides being a grandpa, the only excursion from my 
cave in Edmonds, WA has been to operate on a cleft 
palate/lip repair mission into the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory and to consult for war- 

related facial injuries in Gaza with Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. 

I have a burning desire for OMF Surgeons to take back 
the field of cleft palate/lip repair – after all, the Jaws are 
OUR primary organ of responsibility in the body. Plastic 
Surgeons possess but a modicum of knowledge of the 
function and physiology of the facial-stomal-gnathic 
system. I hope that OMF Surgeons will conduct in-depth 
research into facial-skeletal growth center deficiency, 
which leads to cleft lip/palate and facial asymmetry 
defects, and devise comprehensive therapy modalities 
that incorporate innovative osteoblast physiology 
modulation.      
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    With Dr. Kent, Baton Rouge, September 2024 

Arshad Kaleem, MD, DMD, FACS   (2016) 

My path to becoming a maxillofacial and then head and 
neck oncologic/microvascular reconstructive surgeon 
has been anything but ordinary. 

I began my career in Pakistan, earning my dental degree 
and completing residency training in maxillofacial 
surgery. Early in my training, I was struck by the 
staggering number of patients suffering from head and 
neck cancers, many of whom had no access to advanced 
surgical care due to limited resources and a lack of 
specialized training. Determined to change this reality, 
I made the life-changing decision to move to the United 
States to pursue advanced education and subspecialty 
training. 

What I did not fully realize at the time was that to 
practice oral and maxillofacial surgery in the U.S., I 
would need to repeat both dental school and residency. 
I took the National Board Dental Examinations, scored 
well, and was accepted into the University of 
Pennsylvania, where I earned my DMD in 2008. My 
next goal was to match into an OMFS residency. 

I applied the following cycle and received several 
interviews, including one at LSU–New Orleans. 
Unfortunately, I did not match that year despite strong 
board scores. I was told there were two main hurdles: I 
was not yet a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, and my 
undergraduate degree from Pakistan made it difficult 
for some MD-granting programs to compare my 
academic record to U.S. standards. 

I was, however, offered a position at LSU–New Orleans 
as a non-categorical intern — the “red shirt” year. My 
wife and I moved from Washington, D.C., to New 
Orleans. At that time, Dr. Perenack was the Program 
Director and Dr. Kent was Chair, having recently hired 
Dr. Likith Reddy from Cincinnati as the incoming Chair. 
I still remember our first meeting with the outgoing 
first-year residents — at a Hooters on Veterans 
Boulevard in Metairie — called by none other than the 
now-Chair of LSU OMFS, Dr. Jeffrey James. A month 
later, Hurricane Gustav hit, and we had to evacuate. 

Both Dr. Reddy and Dr. Kent quickly became far more 
than just faculty members — they became true mentors, 
advocates, and steady guides throughout my training  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Dr. Kaleem and his wife 

 

and career. In those early years, when the match process 
didn’t go my way, they recognized my potential and 
encouraged me to persevere. Dr. Reddy’s approachable 
leadership and constant availability created an 
environment where I felt supported and challenged, 
while Dr. Kent’s unwavering belief in me and calm 
guidance helped shape my professional character. My 
deep love for LSU is inseparable from the example they 
set — leadership grounded in skill, humility, and 
humanity. 

When I applied again the next year and did not match a 
second time, Dr. Kent graciously offered me another red 
shirt year in New Orleans with the possibility of a 4-year 
spot. However, my long-term goal was to pursue a Head 
and Neck Oncology fellowship, which at that time was 
only available at four programs, all requiring dual 
qualification with an MD. Dr. Kent advised, “If that’s 
what you want, go to Shreveport.” He personally called 
Dr. Ghali, who interviewed me for a red shirt spot there. 
I was fortunate to be accepted and loved working at 
LSU–Shreveport just as much as in New Orleans. 

During the next application cycle, I interviewed at both 
campuses. When asked where I’d prefer to match, I 
replied, “That’s like asking me which of my parents I 
love more.” Dr. Ghali laughed. Match Day is still vivid in 
my mind — I was in the operating room when I felt a 
strong hand on my shoulder and heard, “AK.” I turned 
to see Dr. Ghali smiling. “I’m so happy for you — you 
matched in New Orleans. But I want you to know, you 
would have matched here if not there. I just want you to 
know what you’re worth.” 

Returning to New Orleans was a dream come true. 
Seeing all the familiar faces again felt like coming home. 
The clinic had moved from inside the Interim Hospital 
to what we affectionately called “the trailer.” The 
program was as busy as ever. Dr. Kent had relocated to 
Baton Rouge and was staffing at Earl K. Long Hospital 
until its closure, after which Our Lady of the Lake 
became our primary hospital in Baton Rouge. 

My time at LSU was incredible. My co-residents — not 
just in my class but across all the years, along with the 
hospital staff and faculty, were exceptional. The trust 
they placed in me remains one of my proudest moments. 
The program went through several transitions during  
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my training, with the chair position changing every one 
to two years — from Dr. Reddy to Dr. Kent’s brief return, 
to Dr. Spagnoli, and finally to Dr. Neary by the time I 
completed my training. 

At that time, we had a powerhouse lineup of faculty — 
two head and neck microvascular-trained surgeons, two 
cosmetic-trained surgeons, and one craniofacial-trained 
full-time attending. During my senior year, Dr. Jeffrey 
James returned to New Orleans after completing his 
craniofacial fellowship and joined as part-time faculty. 
Dr. Welch was another faculty member who made a 
lasting impact — his calm demeanor, sense of humor, 
and depth of knowledge were invaluable in managing 
complex cases. 

During residency, Drs. Waleed Zaid and BJ Kim 
recognized my passion for head and neck surgery. They 
took me under their wing, giving me what felt like a 
“mini fellowship” in microvascular and oncologic 
techniques that significantly advanced my training. 

After Dr. Spagnoli, Dr. Neary became Chair. He 
personally called and vouched for me with fellowship 
program directors, but unfortunately, he was no longer 
the Chair soon after I began my fellowship. 

I went on to earn my MD and complete my OMFS 
residency at LSU–New Orleans in 2016.  

I then completed head and neck fellowship training in 
Portland, Oregon, with Dr. Eric Dierks and Dr. Brian 
Bell. Three months into my fellowship, Dr. Robert Marx 
offered me a faculty position at the University of Miami. 

 

 

 

 

I spent five years at the University of Miami working 
alongside Dr. Marx and Dr. Tursun as head and neck 
faculty. Going back to my residency years, when I was a 
categorical intern in 2010, my chief, Dr. Vernon Burke, 
used to joke, “AK, you’re coming to El Paso when you 
finish your fellowship.” At the time, I barely knew where 
El Paso was — when I looked at a map, I thought, “This 
is basically Mexico!” 

Eventually, that joke became reality. I joined Vernon, 
Dr. Reo Pugao, both LSU-trained, and started the head 
and neck fellowship in El Paso. In just three years, we 
have grown from one fellow per year to two fellows.  

In September 2024, I visited Baton Rouge to see Dr. 
Kent. True to his warm nature, he was already standing 
outside his front door, smiling and ready to welcome 
me. That moment brought back so many memories — 
the same kindness, encouragement, and pride he 
showed me as a resident were still there, unchanged. 
Seeing him again was a reminder of why I hold him and 
LSU so close to my heart. 

I enjoy the vast beauty of the high desert here is El Paso, 
but more importantly, being here allows me to continue 
my mission and volunteer work — my lifelong goal. Over 
the years, I have been blessed to participate in medical 
missions to Pakistan, Guatemala, and Palestine, 
providing complex reconstructive surgeries and training 
local surgeons. In July 2025, I was honored to be 
recognized by ABOMS as a Diplomate “Making a 
Difference” due to my medical volunteer work. 

For me, the journey has come full circle — transforming 
the challenges I once faced in Pakistan into a lifelong 
mission to bring advanced surgical care where it is 
needed most. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         

What a catch! Drs. Zaid, Hatoum, Kaleem, Cummins 
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Dayton W. Daberkow, II, MD  (LSUSM 1990) 

Dr. Daberkow was born in Lafayette, Louisiana, but 
moved to Minnesota in the late 1960s. He grew up in 
Rosemount, Minnesota, and in 1984 moved back to 
Louisiana with his family. He completed college at 
Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond and, in 
1990, graduated from Louisiana State University 
Medical School in New Orleans. Dr. Daberkow did his 
internal medicine training at the same institution and 
was also a chief resident. He joined the LSU 
Department of Medicine in 1995 and was associate 
program director until 1997, when he became the full-
time internal medicine program director.  

In 2007, Dr. Daberkow left LSU and started his own 
internal medicine program at Leonard J. Chabert in 
Houma, Louisiana. During his time at LSU and Leonard 
J. Chabert, he trained hundreds of students and 
residents and became the Designated 
Institutional Official in 2018. He has been a member of 
the ACP since residency and the Alliance for Academic 
Internal Medicine since being a program director. He 
has been listed in "The Best Doctors in America" and 
"Top Rated Doctor" in the New Orleans Magazine. He 
received the Young Faculty Award in Medical Education 
and Ethics at the Southern Regional Meeting in 1999.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Association of Program Directors' Meeting in 
1999, he received the ‘Program Director's Recognition 
Award".  

In addition, the Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical 
society elected him to their membership in 2001. As a 
member of the ACP, his residents at LSU and Leonard 
J. Chabert have participated in the annual ACP 
Abstracts competition. In 1998, he was asked by Dr. 
Kent to participate in the annual Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery Review course.  As an internist, he reviewed 
“The Medical Management of the Surgical Patient”.   He 
is honored to have worked with Dr. Kent and Dr. Neary 
over the past 26 years.     

Dr. Daberkow, known as "Dabby," was married to his 
wife Jean Vanderweerdt in 1995. They have lived in New 
Orleans and have two daughters, Baily, who is a 
registered nurse who works at the Cottage Hospital 
emergency room in Santa Barbara, California, and 
Samantha, who is a GME Program Administrator at 
Tulane. Dabby enjoys travelling with his wife but also 
spending time with his daughters and new grandson, 
Beau.  
 
 
“Dabby, thank you for all the many years of OMS 
Review course and your friendship, Jack 
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Had a good vacation Stanely? 
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     Steve Widner and his wife Kim 

Steve Widner, DDS, MBA  (1990) 
 

Hi. My name is Steve Widner, class of 1990. 

Dr. Kent interviewed me in the fall of 1985, although, 
like many things that took place 40 years ago, it is a little 
hazy.  I still remember that our discussion took place 
over a pile of papers, slide trays, books, and unknown 
but biological-looking items in a cluttered office that I 
realize looked a lot like mine does now.  In the whirlwind 
of interviews, it was easy to lose track of who you spoke 
to, but Dr. Kent?  Dr. Kent, you remembered.  With the 
glasses and beard and thinning hair, coat and tie, he 
looked like an upscale jazz musician. When he talked, 
you listened, and he had, and still has, authority and 
presence, and somehow you wanted to be like him. 

In the morning, I met the residents and other applicants 
in the bowels of Charity Hospital, over a styrofoam cup 
of the blackest, strongest coffee I had ever had, which 
was something. The chief resident took us on rounds, 
and our eyes popped at all the case presentations and 
updates. It was the demeanor of the residents that 
struck me – intense, tired, competent, capable, darkly 
humorous, and speaking to each other in the jargon of 
residency, which I didn’t understand. We returned to 
the clinic, and the Chief reviewed some of the cases.  I 
was shocked to learn that the attractive woman whose 
jaws were wired shut and insisted on wearing her 
hospital gown open in the front was a man (1985). At 
that point, I knew to get off my horse, because I wasn’t 
in East Texas anymore.  

I got accepted to the program, still have the letter, and 
to this day, I think it was because they liked that I had 
worked my way through school as a deck hand in the 
Gulf oilfield, especially Dr. Misiek. My fellow First Years 
were John Neary, John Provenzano, and Bob 
Hinckle(whom Shreveport was lucky to get).  All 
brought talent, smarts, and drive to the group. We were 
the test class to see if OMS residents could handle 
medical school classes along with our rotations, in 
preparation for the introduction of the dual degree 
program. We all did well, and I think John Neary was 
exceptional, as one would expect. So, the dual degree 
program was born. You’re welcome, I guess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The life-changing, overwhelming, too-big-and-crazy-to-
describe next four years spit me out with a certificate, a 
swagger and confidence inherent in LSU grads, a 
blessedly intact marriage to my beautiful and practical 
wife Kim, deepened by our adventure together, and 
God’s gift of a healthy, beautiful daughter whom I 
named “Jack”. Well, I wanted to, but I got overruled. 
Her name is Natalie, and she is very proud of her 
Louisiana birth certificate and NOLA heritage. In fact, 
her youngest daughter’s name is Scarlett Parish Cooke. 
Natalie was joined by Jackson (Chevron Analyst) and 
Anna (Killer Attorney). The three of our children have 
teamed together with their drank-the-Kool-Aid spouses 
to produce seven wonderful grandchildren. Though we 
live in Austin and the kids live in Houston and 
Southlake, we are very close. The boys and I are wing 
shooters, and we enjoy the Texas coast in Rockport. Lots 
of adventures, snow skiing, boating, fishing, hunting, 
and charitable activities in and around Austin. I have 
ranched and run cows and raised a Master Hunter Lab, 
who is still a goober, though a fine retriever. 

I ended up in Austin because it was the hot place in 1990 
– Dell, Silicon Hills, number one in the nation, etc. I just 
thought it looked a lot like what Texas ought to be and 
was.  After a brief stint with a local OMS, I started my 
private solo practice, and except for a brief time, have 
been in solo practice, full scope, since 1990.  At that 
time, the Austin area was controlled by a large group, 
and though invited to join, I decided to continue my own 
path.  I’ve spent 30 years as an OGS, TMJ, trauma 
surgeon, who paid for his hospital surgery addiction by 
doing dentoalveolar procedures in his office. Now it's 3-
D printers, photogrammetry, immediate load, in-house 
lab, and all the permutations of multi-disciplinary 
recon- restorative treatment. I feel so blessed to have 
been able to do these things and to help people in 
exceptional ways, all due to my training at LSU, all due 
to that interview with Jack Kent, and the extraordinary 
education that followed. 

In 2022, I completed my Executive MBA, and I urge all 
of you with an interest in business to pursue further 
education. It may add an extra dimension to your 
practice and financial life, as it has mine. I continue to 
work full-time, five days a week. I love what I do and 
appreciate my career now more than ever.  It is an honor 
and a rare privilege to provide services to people in need.  
We see many Vets for the VA, and I love hearing their 
stories. As I tell my friends, I will work as hard as I can 
for as long as I can and relish every day.  

Several years ago, the Jack Kent Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery Foundation was formed, and I was honored to 
donate and become a member of the board of directors. 
The foundation was formed to perpetuate the excellence 
of the LSU OMS residency program. All funds are 
directed to that single purpose.  It is the most important 
and effective way that you, as an alumnus, can give back 
to the program.  If you haven’t donated, please consider 
doing so. It is a way to say thanks to the program that 
helped make you the professional you are. Our group is 
small. Not many can claim the LSU lineage. Charity, 
LSUOMFS, all the surgeons, faculty, and hospitals have 
all become mythical in their fame. You, as a graduate, 
are part of that mythos. Give back and continue the 
story.  
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Thank you, Dale, Pete, Mike, Grady, Killer, Demarcus, 
Tony, Jim, and all before and after. 

Most of all, thank you, Dr. Kent, thank you, Jack, love 
you. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Feeling Adventurous 

Family 

Beautiful retriever in 
the background 
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Chairman’s Corner – Summer 2025 

Year two in the chair seat and I’m still here! By far the most notable personal accomplishment is not getting fired a 
second year in a row!… 

The first year was about stabilizing and retooling, but the second year has been about growth and focus. This past 
year, we zeroed in on research, implants, sedations, TMJ, practical business knowledge, and the expansion of our 
Ambulatory Surgery Center. I couldn’t be prouder of what the residents and faculty have accomplished. 

Research 
 
We’ve built a culture of research at LSU OMFS. Industry-sponsored research meetings now occur every other week, 
keeping residents and faculty engaged in meaningful projects. Since I started, we’ve submitted 39 IRBs with 33 
approvals. Even more impressive, 17 manuscripts have been submitted to peer-reviewed journals, and eight have 
already been accepted and published. Our presence at national meetings is also stronger than ever, with two posters 
and one oral presentation at AAOMS last year, and three posters accepted this year. The trajectory is steep, and we’re 
just getting started. 
 
Implants 
 
Dental implant training continues to flourish. We’ve struck a new deal with the dental undergraduates, ensuring that 
virtually every mandibular denture placed at the student level is paired with our overdenture protocol. This has 
exponentially increased resident exposure, particularly to our interns. Our current chiefs have averaged 243 implants 
per chief! This represents a very different experience from my own training. If I recall, I placed roughly 20 implants in 
my 6 years of training.  

A major structural change also occurred—our GPR department has been moved under the OMFS department. This 
shift has improved our standing in the hospitals by reducing perceived conflicts and allowing for a clear delineation of 
duties. I am most excited that this change gives us an in-house restorative team for implant cases. Piece by piece, we 
are building the best implant education in the country. 

Sedations 
 
Sedation has become a clear strength of our program. The numbers are up, the experience is deep, and the confidence 
among our residents is evident. CODA requirements are not just being met but exceeded at a level that sets us apart 
nationally. CODA’s requirement for office-based sedation is $150 per resident by the time they graduate. The 2025 
graduating class averaged 236 sedations per resident. This year’s chiefs, the class of 2026, are currently averaging 286.5 
sedations per resident, and they still have 10 more months of training to complete. We will more than double the 
requirement per resident by the end of the year in a true LSU OMFS fashion. 
 
Practical Business Knowledge 
 
One of my personal priorities has been preparing our residents not just as surgeons, but as professionals who 
understand the business of medicine. We’ve partnered with sponsors from accounting firms, private equity groups, 
large group practices, law firms, investment firms, and real estate companies to bring practical, real-world expertise 
into our journal clubs. I aim to prepare our graduates with everything they need to know, not just to sign a contract, 
but to go “hang a shingle” if they so desire. We have officially opened a pathway for residents to pursue an MBA through 
LSU’s Ourso College of Business. I hope this endeavor will breed graduates capable and confident to enter virtually any 
workforce environment. 
 
TMJ & New Faculty 
 
Faculty recruitment has been another big win this year. We successfully brought on Dr. Isaac Morton, MD, DDS, a TMJ 
surgeon who also brings fellowship-trained facial cosmetic expertise to our Baton Rouge service. Alongside him, we’ve 
welcomed Dr. Michael Malik, MD, DDS, a Jacksonville-trained head and neck surgeon with microvascular training. 
His expertise adds depth in thyroid surgery and extremity flap coverage—another leap forward for our scope of training. 
 
Ambulatory Surgery Center 
 
We FINALLY received the green light from the chancellor’s office to move forward with our strategic plan for the 
Ambulatory Surgery Center! Not only that, but we have acquired a $1 million capital investment to outfit and hire 
personnel in the ASC.  I expect to have all the human and physical resources needed to gain accreditation and open 5 
days a week this year. This will be instrumental in expanding services and creating more opportunities for residents  
 
 

Jeffrey N. James 
MD, DDS, MBA, FACS, FAACS 
OMS Chairman 

Chairman’s Corner  
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to gain hands-on experience in facial cosmetic, orthognathic, and reconstructive procedures. This center is a 
cornerstone of our long-term vision, and each year it continues to grow stronger. 
 
A Final Note 
 
We also achieved one of the strongest match results I’ve ever seen—we matched all four residents for the six-year track, 
ranked in our top 10, and matched numbers 1 and 2 in the four-year pathway. The future is bright for LSU OMFS. 

So, year two is in the books. We’ve strengthened our foundations, expanded our reach, and created new opportunities. 
I’m excited to see what year three will bring. Thank you to all the alumni and friends who continue to support us—it 
truly does take a village. 

Here’s to another year (and still not getting fired). 

—jeff 
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Michael Malik, DDS, MD 
Assistant Professor, Clinical  8/1/2025 
 

Hello colleagues! I'm incredibly excited and grateful to be a part of the LSU 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Department.  My name is Michael Malik, 
and I've joined as the new Head and Neck Faculty. I'll be working primarily 
with Dr. Waleed Zaid.  
 
I'm originally from Egypt, but I've spent the past seven years in Florida. I 
recently completed my residency and fellowship training at UF 
Jacksonville before moving to Baton Rouge. My wife, Amanda, and I are 
looking forward to settling into life in Louisiana. 
 
I'll be primarily working here in Baton Rouge with the residents and 
fellows. My goal is to contribute to their training and development in head 
and neck surgery, while also expanding the department's capabilities in 
the field.  I am incredibly grateful for this opportunity to be able to 

contribute to such a distinguished department, and I look forward to connecting with all members of the LSU family. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issac Morton, DMD, MD 

Assistant Professor, Clinical 8/1/2025 

We are excited to welcome Isaac Drake Morton, DMD, MD, to the faculty at the 
LSU Health New Orleans Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. 

Dr. Morton brings a unique depth of experience and a clear vision for advancing 
our residency program through maintaining a strong foundation in core OMFS 
training. 

Originally from North Carolina, Dr. Morton graduated first in his class from East 
Carolina University School of Dental Medicine in 2015. He then completed his 
residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at the University of Texas Health San 
Antonio, where he trained under the guidance of Dr. Edward Ellis III. His 
experience includes fellowship-level volume in TMJ surgery, orthognathic 
surgery, craniofacial reconstruction, and facial trauma.   

Before residency, Dr. Morton completed a two-year AEGD program at UT San 
Antonio with a focus on complex implant reconstruction, bone grafting, and soft 
tissue grafting—building a strong foundation in comprehensive oral 

rehabilitation.  Following residency, Dr. Morton came to LSU to complete a Fellowship in Facial Cosmetic Surgery 
under Dr. Jon Perenack. His clinical interests include aesthetic facial surgery, orthognathic surgery, and 
comprehensive TMJ care. During his fellowship, he achieved ABOMS board certification through the fast-track 
program. He stated: 

“Training at LSU was a pivotal moment in my career—it shaped not only my technical skills but also my philosophy 
of care,” Dr. Morton shares. “Returning as faculty gives me the opportunity to give back to the program that invested 
in me, mentor the next generation, and help advance the field through innovation and collaboration.” 

Dr. Morton and his wife, Rebeka—a dentist—live in Baton Rouge with their three children: Arianna (5), Isaac (4), and 
Noah (1). Outside of work, he enjoys LSU sports, hunting, fishing, golfing, and grilling. 

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Morton as faculty to the LSU family as he begins this next chapter of service, innovation, 
and mentorship. 

 

 

Congratulations to the new LSU OMS Faculty 

Welcome Aboard! 

 

Congratulations to the new LSU OMS Faculty 

Welcome Aboard! 
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OMS News Bits 
 

  

In Memoriam, A Sorrowful 2025 

Robert R. Debes, DDS 
 (“Dr. Bob”) 
 
6/14/1927 - 7/9/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bob Debes was the oldest OMS resident at Charity Hospital, 
finishing in 1957. Bob then completed his OMS training at 
the University of Texas. He was a widely respected author 
and teacher in Houston for six decades and frequently 
attended the LSU OMS Review Course. His historical 
knowledge of the OMS service at Charity was exceptional and 
helpful to Dr. Kent. The JKOMSF Newsletter of August 2021 

Roger P. Byrne, DDS, MD 
 
 
9/22/1944 - 7/19/2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Roger trained at the University of Texas, Houston, and Texas 
Tech and was a dedicated leader of OMS nationally and 
throughout Texas, where he practiced in Corpus Christi and 
Houston for 5 decades. Roger lectured in medicine at the 
LSU Review Course for many years.  
 

honored Bob Debes. He will be missed in Houston and  
New Orleans. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Matthew Hearn, DDS, MD  ‘2004 
 

 
I went to Botswana to hunt Cape Buffalo 

 
 
 
 

Matthew Fowlkes, DDS, MD  ‘2014 

In January, I took a position on the OMSPAC Board of Directors as the District III representative and will serve on 
the board for the next 8 years. 
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OMS News Bits 
 

  

A great day to fish! 

Geaux Tigers! Family fun day with the 
kids! 

Arianna, Isaac and Noah 

Wife Rebeka 

Dr. Morton’s family fun 
 

Did someone say Gumbo? 
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OMS Review Course Schedule 
 

 

 

Course location:  
UMCNO  
2000 Canal Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112  
 

Thursday, November 6, 2025 
7:00 am – 8:00 am   Registration and Continental Breakfast 

 

7:30 am – 8:00 am      Opening Remarks 

Jeff James, MD, DDS, MBA, FACS, FAACS 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Dentoalveolar Surgery and Complications 

Mark C. Fletcher, DMD, MD, FACS 
10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm    Osseus Reconstructions for Dental Implants 
Bach Le, DDS, MD, FICD, FACD 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm LUNCH 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm       Dental Implants 

Michael S. Block, DMD 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Welcome Reception 

Friday, November 7, 2025 
7:00 am – 8:00 am    Continental Breakfast 

8:00 am – 10:00 am    Surgical Orthodontic Management of Facial Deformities 

Brian Farrell, DDS, MD 
10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK 

10:30 am– 12:30 pm     Surgical Orthodontic Management of Facial Deformities 

Brian Farrell, DDS, MD 
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm LUNCH 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm Management of Facial Trauma 

Chris Haggerty, DDS, MD, FACS 
 

3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Management of Facial Trauma 

Chris Haggerty, DDS, MD, FACS 

Saturday, November 8, 2025 
7:00 am – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast 

 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Oral and Head & Neck Surgical Pathology 

Eric R. Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS, Ed.M. and Kitrina Cordell, DDS, MS 
10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm Oral and Head & Neck Surgical Pathology 

Eric R. Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS, Ed.M. and Kitrina Cordell, DDS, MS 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm LUNCH 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm Oral and Head & Neck Surgical Pathology 

Eric R. Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS, Ed.M. and Kitrina Cordell, DDS, MS 
 

3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Oral and Maxillofacial Reconstruction 

Ryan Smart, DMD, MD, FACS 
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OMS Review Course Schedule 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 
 

 

7:00 am – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Management of Oral, Head and Neck Infections 

Thomas R. Flynn, DMD 
10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm Anesthesia Evaluation Medical Management of the Surgical Patient 

Andrew Jenzer, DDS 
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm LUNCH 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm Anesthesia Evaluation Medical Management of the Surgical Patient 

Andrew Jenzer, DDS 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Medicine Considerations for Anesthesia 

Andrew Jenzer, DDS 

 

Friday, November 10, 2025 
 

7:00 am – 8:00 am Board Examination Remarks with Continental Breakfast 
Andrew Jenzer, DDS 

8:00 am – 10:00 am       Principles of Anesthesia 

Andrew Jenzer, DDS 
10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm          Principles of Anesthesia 

Andrew Jenzer, DDS 
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm LUNCH 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm  Cleft and Craniofacial Surgery & Obstructive Sleep Apnea 

GE Ghali, DDS, MD, FACS, FRCS(Ed) 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm    Cosmetic Maxillofacial Surgery 

Jon D. Perenack, MD, DDS 

 

Tuesday, November 11, 2024 
 

7:00 am – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast 
8:00 am – 10:00 am     TMJ Disorders and Facial Pain 

Daniel D. Choi, MD, DDS, FACS 
10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm     Imaging, Surgical Technology, and Tissue Engineering 

Steven Nelson, DDS, MD 

12:00 pm     Working LUNCH (box lunch) 

 

— Thank you and safe travels  — 
 

Continuing Education Credits 

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Review Course 

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of PeerPoint Medical 
Education Institute, and the Osteo Science Foundation. PeerPoint Medical Education Institute is accredited by the 
ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  PeerPoint Medical Education Institute designates the 

live format for this educational activity for a maximum of 44.0 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
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REGISTRATION 

 

Ways to Register: 

Visit our website at https://jkomsf.org/ or use the QR code to the right. 

E-Mail: courses@jkomsf.org 

Contact Michele Holmes at 833.355.6673 or 833.3JKOMSF 

Mail: Print this paper registration form, complete it, and mail it to: JKOMSF • Attn: Michele • P.O. Box 792807 
New Orleans, LA 70179 

 

Register by October 1, 2025, for Early Bird Discount Tuition  

The tuition fee includes both CDE and/or CME credits, as well as continental breakfast and lunch each day. At the 
conclusion of the course, all attendees will be provided access to a password-protected page at 
jkomsf.org, where they can download all study materials provided by our faculty. 
 

Name   

❑ DDS ❑ DMD ❑ MD ❑ Resident/Fellow* ❑ Military Officer* 

*Residents, Fellows, and Military may be asked to provide confirmation of current affiliation. 

 

Address       City   State   Zip _____________  

Phone ( )  Fax (  )    

Email   

OMS Review Course • Thursday, November 6, 2025, through Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

Please check the appropriate box below: 

Early Bird Registration (by 10/1/25) Late Registration (after 10/1/25) 

❑ $2,000 Practitioner     ❑ $2,500 Practitioner 

❑ $1,600* Resident / Fellow    ❑ $2,000* Resident / Fellow 

❑ $1,600* Active Military    ❑ $2,000* Active Military 

 

Method of Payment: (Check box below) 

    ❑ Check payable to JKOMS Foundation   ❑ Visa ❑ MasterCard  ❑ Discover ❑ AMEX 

  Card # Exp. Date          Security Code _______ 

  Card Billing Address and Zip (if different than above)   

  Please duplicate this form as needed for additional registrants. 
 

In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if special accommodations are needed, please notify Michele Holmes, as above, 
no later than October 1, 2025. 

 

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY: Jack Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation reserves the right to 
cancel this conference should circumstances warrant such action, and your tuition will be refunded. If you must cancel 
your registration for this conference, the Foundation will refund your tuition, minus an administrative fee of 10% if written 
notification of your withdrawal is received by the Foundation at least 15 working days prior to the start of the conference and 
15% if cancellation is later. There is no refund once the course has started. Notification of withdrawal received after the 
conference begins will result in forfeiture of your entire tuition. NONREFUNDABLE AIRLINE TICKET, FLIGHT 
CHANGE, OR HOTEL RESERVATION: The Jack Kent Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation and Cosponsors 
cannot be held responsible for the cost of a nonrefundable airline ticket, flight change, or hotel reservation in the event this 
conference is canceled or rescheduled. EQUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY: The Jack Kent Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation and Cosponsors are committed to equality of educational opportunity and do not 
discriminate against applicants, students, or employees based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or 
disability. 
 

mailto:courses@jkomsf.org
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Residency News 

Here’s to another great year!   

Congratulations to the LSU OMS Residents who finished this past June 2025 
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Prom Night Class of 2025 

 

 
   

 

 

  

Presentation of the OMS 
Residency Certificates to the 

outgoing chiefs     

Tiffany Han, DDS, MD 

Chris Kim, DDS, MD 

Michael Certa, DDS, MD 
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Issac Morton, DMD, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 Categorical Interns: 
Noah Golberg – University of Detroit Mercy 

Tyler Lyons  – University of Buffalo 

Emily Miller – Virginia University 

Adnan Omran – Tufts University 

Joseph Rahimi – University of Minnesota 

Jarrod Vercher – Louisiana State University 

 

Presentation of the OMS 
Cosmetic Fellowship Certificate     
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2025 Non-Categorical Interns: 
 

Arsys E’Etessam – Louisiana State University 

Kallan Thomas Elle – University of Pittsburgh 

Amber Hoffmeyer – University of New England 

Ethan Jordon – University of New England 

Brent Lawrence – University of Maryland 

Ali Mousa -  Louisiana State University 
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Update on JKOMSF's financial growth 

 
The checking account has $63,890.76 as of today. The investment account I started about a year ago has $209,894.59 
as of today, with a net gain of $9,894.50 for the investment account over the past year. The annual predicted income 
from the investments is approximately $ 9,000.00 per year.  Our core investment account, Fiducient, has a balance of 
$1,780,534.05. 

Best Regards, 

 

Anthony Indovina, DDS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Indovina, DDS               

JKOMSF Treasurer  

Investment 
Account Total
$1,990,428.64

Checking 
Account
$63,890.76

Total 
$2,054,319.40
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IRA Charitable Rollover is Now Permanent 

Make a Tax-efficient gift to JKOMSF from your IRA! 

 

Individuals aged 701/2 or older can make gifts of up to $100,000 directly from their IRA accounts to one or more qualified 
charities without paying federal income tax on the withdrawal. If you wish to make a gift or fulfill an existing pledge to the 
JKOMSF, consider making a Qualified Charitable Distribution. 

 

Here are the specifics: 

• Donors must be 70 ½ or older when the gift is made. 
• Donors must request a direct funds transfer to a qualified public charity. It is important not to withdraw funds 

before making a gift. 
• Gifts cannot be used to fund a gift annuity or charitable remainder trust. 
• Each donor may give up to $100,000 per year. 
• Gifts can be used to satisfy the donor’s required minimum distribution. 
• Donors who choose to exclude the distribution from income on their federal tax returns will not receive a charitable 

income tax deduction. 
 

Please call your tax advisor for professional advice. The JKOMS Foundation does provide legal or tax advice. Please consult 
your professional tax advisor about the best way to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Your JKOMSF Board of Directors 
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Click the YouTube link below to view the video and unmute the sound 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/il-A3RXbQSI 

 

 

            Please inform Michele Holmes of all Alumni email changes! 
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https://www.youtube.com/shorts/il-A3RXbQSI

	Thursday, November 6, 2025
	7:00 am – 8:00 am   Registration and Continental Breakfast
	Mark C. Fletcher, DMD, MD, FACS
	Michael S. Block, DMD


	Friday, November 7, 2025
	7:00 am – 8:00 am    Continental Breakfast
	Brian Farrell, DDS, MD
	Brian Farrell, DDS, MD
	Chris Haggerty, DDS, MD, FACS


	Saturday, November 8, 2025
	7:00 am – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast
	Eric R. Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS, Ed.M. and Kitrina Cordell, DDS, MS
	Eric R. Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS, Ed.M. and Kitrina Cordell, DDS, MS
	Eric R. Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS, Ed.M. and Kitrina Cordell, DDS, MS


	Sunday, November 9, 2025
	Thomas R. Flynn, DMD
	Andrew Jenzer, DDS
	Andrew Jenzer, DDS

	Friday, November 10, 2025
	Andrew Jenzer, DDS
	Andrew Jenzer, DDS
	Andrew Jenzer, DDS
	GE Ghali, DDS, MD, FACS, FRCS(Ed)

	Tuesday, November 11, 2024
	7:00 am – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast
	Daniel D. Choi, MD, DDS, FACS
	— Thank you and safe travels  —


	Mail: Print this paper registration form, complete it, and mail it to: JKOMSF • Attn: Michele • P.O. Box 792807
	New Orleans, LA 70179
	Please check the appropriate box below:
	Method of Payment: (Check box below)

	Please duplicate this form as needed for additional registrants.

